

Workers prepare the stage for the Republican National Convention inside the Tampa Bay Times Forum, Saturday, Aug. 25, 2012, in 
Tampa, Fla. The political risk was slight for Mitt Romney in scrapping the first day of his Florida convention in the face of Tropical Storm 
Isaac: TV networks weren’t planning to broadcast it live anyway. 


Mass Burials 
In Damascus 

HAMZA HENDAWI 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Row upon 
row of bloodied bodies 
wrapped in colorful blan¬ 
kets laid out on a mosque 



This image purports to show 
victims of pro-government 
militiamen being buried in 
a mass grave in Daraya, 

Syria, Sunday, Aug. 26, 2012. 
Reports of the death toll range 
from 300 to as many as 600. 

(AP Photo/SNN) 

floor in a Damascus suburb. 
Long narrow graves tightly 
packed with dozens of vic¬ 
tims. Nestled among them, 
two babies were wrapped 
in a single blood-soaked 
blanket, a yellow pacifier 
dangling beside them from 
a palm frond. 

Continued on Page 9 


THOMAS BEAUMONT 
Associated Press 
TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — The po¬ 
litical risk was slight for Mitt 
Romney in scrapping the 
first day of his Florida con¬ 
vention in the face of Tropi¬ 
cal Storm Isaac: TV net¬ 
works weren’t planning to 
broadcast it live anyway. 
As the storm veered toward 


New Orleans, however, the 
decision about what to do 
next was fraught with peril. 
Romney is trying to bal¬ 
ance celebrating his presi¬ 
dential nomination with 
being mindful of the ghost 
of Hurricane Katrina and 
the stain George W. Bush's 
handling of it left on the 
GOP. 


“You don't want to be hav¬ 
ing hoopla and dancing 
when you have the nation 
focused on tragedy and 
suffering,” said Al Hoffman, 
a Republican from West 
Palm Beach and former 
finance chairman of the 
Republican National Com¬ 
mittee. 

The next few days will test 


(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 

Romney’s ability to both 
present himself to the Amer¬ 
ican people as a plausible 
alternative to President 
Barack Obama and to 
lead a party still smarting 
from the image hit it took in 
the aftermath of the 2005 
Gulf Coast devastation. 

Continued on Page 4 
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Dutch candidates hold debate before elections 


Israel halts 


MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) — The 

leaders of the top four political parties 
heading into Dutch parliamentary elec¬ 
tions clashed Sunday over the country’s 
future in Europe in their first face-to-face 

debate, fore¬ 
shadowing what 
is expected to be 
the key issue of 
the campaign. 

The nationally 
televised, prime¬ 
time debate fea¬ 
tured former con¬ 
servative Prime 
Minister Mark 
Rutte, Social¬ 
ist Party leader 
Emile Roemer, 
who is shaping up 
as Rutte’s main 
opponent, along 
with anti-Islam 
lawmaker Geert 
Wilders and cen¬ 
ter-left Labor Par¬ 
ty leader Diederik 
Samson. 


strong market and a strong currency 
— for Dutch jobs, in the Dutch inter¬ 
est," said Rutte, who is a key ally of 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel in 
Europe. 

Wilders boasted that his party is the 
only Dutch political group prepared 


the attack on him, calling the social¬ 
ist leader “the biggest Dutch Euro- 
phile." 

Roemer said he wants the European 
Union to “get back to what it was in¬ 
tended for — cooperation, and that 
is totally different to playing the boss 

from Brussels.” 

It was Wilders who 
brought down 
Rutte’s govern¬ 
ment in March 
by walking out of 
talks on an auster¬ 
ity package aimed 
at reining in Dutch 
debt. Wilders’ Free¬ 
dom Party was 
not formally part 
of Ruffe's minority 
coalition, but had 
agreed to support 
it on key votes in 
return for conces¬ 
sions on slashing 
immigration. 
Wilders’ walkout 
appears to have 
cost him support. 
He won 24 seats at 



British Prime Minister David Cameron, right, speaks with former Dutch 
Prime Minister Mark Rutte in Brussels. The leaders of the top four political 
parties heading into Dutch parliamentary elections clashed Sunday over 
the country’s future in Europe in their first face-to-face debate, foreshad¬ 
owing what is expected to be the key issue of the campaign. 

(AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert) 


Ruffe's Liberal Party and Roemer’s So¬ 
cialist Party are running virtually neck- 
and-neck in polls before the Sept. 12 
vote for the 150 seats in Dutch parlia¬ 
ment’s legislative Second Chamber, 
setting up the possibility of a socialist- 
led government in one of Europe's 
key wealthy northern nations.n Wilders 
wants to leave the 27-nation bloc and 
reject the euro in favor of the guilder, 
while Rutte is pro-European and insists 
on bringing the country’s budget deficit 
back within EU limits next year. 

“The Netherlands is a trading nation 
and that is why I fight in Europe for a 


to “say absolutely no to Brussels. 

We have to become the boss of 
our own country." 

Roemer wants to remain in the EU, 
but is calling for more time to bring 
down debt. 

He made waves both here and in 
Brussels recently by saying that if he 
becomes the next prime minister, 
Dutch fines for not meeting tough 
EU deficit limits would be paid “over 
my dead body.” 

Wilders, a right-wing populist who is 
seen losing voters to left-wing pop¬ 
ulist Roemer, immediately opened 


the last elections in June 2010, but polls 
now show him winning around 15 and 
many political leaders are wary of en¬ 
listing his support after he torpedoed 
the last government. 

Rutte accused Wilders of “putting his 
party’s interests ahead of the national 
interest."Labor leader Samson, whose 
party is shown losing almost one third 
of the 30 seats it won in 2010, said polit¬ 
ical leaders should stop bickering and 
work together. 

“Shall we stop fighting one another... 
and get together to bring the Nether¬ 
lands out of this crisis?” he said. □ 


activists at 
West Bank 

DALE GAVLAK 
Associated Press 
AMMAN, Jordan (AP) — Is¬ 
raeli authorities refused en¬ 
try on Sunday to about 100 
pro-Palestinian activists, 
including three Americans, 
attempting to cross over¬ 
land to the West Bank from 
Jordan, according to their 
leader. 

French organizer Olivia 
Zemor of the “Welcome to 
Palestine" campaign said 
Israeli authorities asked no 
questions and stamped 
“entry denied” into the 
passports without an expla¬ 
nation. 

Israel’s Defense Ministry de¬ 
nounced the protesters as 
“provocateurs and known 
troublemakers.” 

Earlier, Zemor told report¬ 
ers in the Jordanian capi¬ 
tal, Amman, that the group 
aimed to deliver one ton 
of school supplies to Pales¬ 
tinian children in refugee 
camps in Bethlehem. 

In a statement late Sunday, 
the Israeli Defense Ministry 
called the effort a “failed 
publicity stunt.” 

It said Israel exercised its 
right to deny them entry. 
“There are no restrictions 
whatsoever on bringing in 
school supplies,” the state¬ 
ment said. □ 
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At least 39 dead after Venezuela refinery disaster 


PUNTO FIJO, Venezuela 
(AP) — After nightfall on 
Friday, as red lights began 
glowing atop the massive 
Amuay refinery in western 
Venezuela, the odor of sul¬ 
fur made its way through 
the surrounding neigh¬ 
borhood of working-class 
homes and small shops. 
Francisco Gonzalez, a 
stocky accountant with 
dark hair, noticed the smell 
after 7 p.m. as he climbed 
the stairs to his second- 
story apartment across 
the street from the refinery. 
Fie had smelled the fumes 
from gas leaks many times 
before, so he didn’t think 
much about it as he shut 
the door. 

Six hours later, disaster 
struck. A powerful explo¬ 
sion ripped through the 
neighborhood and en¬ 
gulfed part of the refinery 
in flames, killing at least 39 
people and injuring more 
than 80 in Venezuela’s 
deadliest refinery blast 
ever. 

“The first thing I saw was 
that the apartment didn't 
have windows or doors 
or walls, just a floor and 
a roof,” Gonzalez said. “I 
don't know how we sur¬ 
vived.” 

In the dark, the 31-year-old 
man made his way down¬ 
stairs to the street, where 
he, his brother and sister-in- 
law joined terrified neigh¬ 
bors. Some were wound¬ 
ed. Others were shouting. 
When Gonzalez looked at 
the back of his right hand, 
it was bleeding from gash¬ 
es. 

At about 2 a.m., the halls 
of the hospital were filling 
up with wounded people. 
Doctors and nurses hurried 
to treat the most seriously 
hurt, while Gonzalez and 
others sat on the floor wait¬ 
ing their turn. 

Back at the refinery, sol¬ 
diers, firefighters and state 
oil company workers were 



Members of a family walk on a street as flames rise after an explosion at the Amuay re¬ 
finery near Punto Fijo, Venezuela, Sunday, Aug. 26, 2012. Venezuelans who live next to 
the country's biggest oil refinery said they smelled a strong odor of sulfur hours before a 
gas leak ignited in an explosion on Saturday that killed at least 39 people and injured 
more than 80. 

(AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos) 


On Saturday night, dozens 
of people who had fled 
their homes in the neigh¬ 
borhood of La Pastora re¬ 
turned to streets covered 
with rubble, twisted scraps 
of metal and puddles of 
spilled fuel. 

Gabriela Nunez, a house¬ 
wife, went back to her 
home to gather belong¬ 
ings, saying she was wor¬ 
ried about looters who had 
stolen goods from nearby 
stores hours after the explo¬ 
sion. 

“That forced us to come 
back, even though we're 
afraid, to save what can 
be saved and secure our 
houses,” Nunez said. 

More than a day after the 
blast, the flames were still 
raging on Sunday, send¬ 
ing up a column of dark 
smoke. □ 


diving into action. Bodies 
were pulled from the rub¬ 
ble and lifted onto pickup 
trucks. 

Stella Lugo, the governor of 
Falcon state, went on state 
television to update the 
nation, setting the initial toll 
at seven people dead and 
48 injured. The toll steadily 
rose in the next hours. 

When she reached the 
refinery at dawn, Lugo 
posted a photo on Twitter 
showing balls of fire and 
black smoke billowing. 
Other government officials 
went on television saying 
the gas leak had led to the 
blast and that the fire was 
being brought under con¬ 
trol. President Hugo Chavez 
ordered an investigation 
and declared three days 
of mourning in the country. 
A total of 209 homes and 
11 businesses were dam¬ 
aged in the explosion, and 
a National Guard post next 
to the refinery was de¬ 
stroyed, Vice President Elias 
Jaua said on Saturday. He 
said 18 of the victims were 
National Guard soldiers. 
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Romney faces balancing act with RNC, storm 


Continued from front 


Since then. Republicans 
have been so sensitive to 
the political danger around 
hurricanes — and the ap¬ 
pearance of partying at 
a time of trouble — that 
they delayed the start of 
their national convention 
by a day in 2008 when Hur¬ 
ricane Gustav bore down 
on the Gulf, a full 1,200 
miles away from where del¬ 
egates were gathering in 
St. Paul, Minn. 

Four years later, a storm 
again has delayed the start 
of the convention — and 
again is barreling toward 
New Orleans, the city that 
Katrina so badly damaged. 
Memories of Katrina hung 
heavy over Tampa as Re¬ 
publican delegates trav¬ 
eled here to anoint the 
party’s new standard- 
bearer. All over Florida — a 
critical battleground state 
— people were preparing 
for the worst. Homes and 


shops were boarded up in 
Key West. About 800 miles 
northwest in the Florida 
panhandle, the Wal-Mart 
in Destin, Fla., had sold out 
of bottled water. 

By Sunday afternoon, Tam¬ 
pa was cloud-covered 
and windy outside the hall 
where Romney is to accept 
the nomination Thursday 
night. Inside, tense Romney 
advisers huddled to figure 
out how to proceed. 

“It's a mess all around and 
it’s fraught with risk,” said 
Sally Bradshaw, a Florida 
Republican and longtime 
senior aide to former Flori¬ 
da Gov. Jeb Bush. “It’s not 
good for anybody — par¬ 
ticularly the people im¬ 
pacted by the storm.” 
Weather was recognized 
as potential trouble when 
Republicans chose to hold 
their convention in Florida 
during hurricane season, 
a decision made well be¬ 
fore Romney locked up the 
nomination. 


Beyond the safety and im¬ 
age concerns, Isaac pres¬ 
ents another wrinkle for 
Romney: It allows Obama 


to show leadership and flex 
the levers of his administra¬ 
tion to help people bracing 
for a storm. 


As forecasts grew grim, 
Obama dispatched the 
Federal Emergency Man¬ 
agement Agency to assist. 


and the White House said 
the president was closely 
monitoring the storm. 

“The president also told the 


governor to let him know if 
there are any unmet needs 
or additional resources the 
administration could pro¬ 
vide, including in support of 
efforts to ensure the safety 
of those visiting the state 
for the Republican Nation¬ 
al Convention,” the White 
House said Sunday. 

The president had no im¬ 
mediate plans to visit. But 
he might — as most presi¬ 
dents do — if the dam¬ 
age is severe. And if he 
does, Romney would have 
to weigh whether to pro¬ 
ceed with his convention 
or scrap more parts of it — 
and cede the limelight to 
the man who holds the of¬ 
fice he wants. 

Mindful of the danger of 
appearing to put poli¬ 
tics before safety. Vice 
President Joe Biden, the 
Obama campaign’s surro- 
gate-in-chief, canceled a 
campaign swing through 
Florida on Monday and 
Tuesday.Q 



Republican presidential candidate, former Massachusetts Gov. 
Mitt Romney gives a thumbs up as he leaves Brewster Academy 
after finishing convention preparations for the day on Sunday, 
Aug. 26 ,2012 in Wolfeboro, N.H. 

(AP Photo/Evan Vucci) 
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Florida Keys residents laid back despite storm 
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A person walks by a sign warning about Hurricane Isaac, in Key 
West, Fla., Sunday, Aug. 26, 2012. Isaac gained fresh muscle 
Sunday as it bore down on the Florida Keys, with forecasters 
warning it could grow into a dangerous Category 2 hurricane as 


it nears the northern Gulf Coast. 

MATT SEDENSKY 
Associated Press 
KEY WEST, Fla. (AP) — Tropi¬ 
cal Storm Isaac barely 
stirred Florida Keys residents 
from their fabled noncha¬ 
lance Sunday, while the 
Gulf Coast braced for the 
possibility that the sprawl¬ 
ing storm will strengthen 
into a dangerous hurricane 
by the time it makes land¬ 
fall there. 

It was on course to strike 
land on the seventh an¬ 
niversary of Hurricane Ka¬ 
trina, a powerful storm 
that crippled New Orleans 
and the Gulf Coast and 
became a symbol of gov¬ 
ernment ineptitude. Fore¬ 
casters expected Isaac to 
pass the Keys late Sunday 
before turning northwest 
and striking as a Category 
2 hurricane somewhere 
between New Orleans and 

Official: 

NYPD gunfire 
bystanders in 

TOM HAYS 
VERENA DOBNIK 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — The 

veteran patrolmen who 
opened fire on a gunman 
outside the Empire State 
Building had only an instant 
to react when the man 
whirled around and point¬ 
ed a .45-caliber pistol at 
police as they approached 
him from behind on a busy 
sidewalk. 

Officer Craig Matthews 


(Alan Diaz) 

the Florida Panhandle on 
Wednesday. 

The National Hurricane 
Center issued a hurricane 
warning for a large swath 
of the northern Gulf Coast 
from east of Morgan City, 
La. — which includes the 
New Orleans area — to 
Destin, Fla. A Category 2 
hurricane has sustained 
winds of between 96 and 
llOmph (154 to 177 kph). 
Louisiana Gov. Bobby 
Jindal called a state of 
emergency and suggested 
that people begin leaving 
low-lying parts of the state. 
He also said he may skip a 
speaking engagement lat¬ 
er this week at the Repub¬ 
lican National Convention 
in Tampa unless the threat 
to his state subsides. Ala¬ 
bama Gov. Robert Bentley 
has also canceled his trip 
to the convention because 


injured all 9 
NY shooting 

shot seven times, and Of¬ 
ficer Robert Sinishtaj fired 
nine times, police say. 
Neither had ever fired their 
weapons before on a pa¬ 
trol. The volley of gunfire 
felled Jeffrey Johnson in 
just a few seconds and left 
nine other people bleeding 
on the sidewalk. 

In the initial chaos Friday, it 
wasn’t clear whether John¬ 
son or the officers were 
responsible for the trail of 
wounded. □ 



Restaurant 


of Isaac. 

Elected leaders' vigilance 
toward tropical storms has 
heightened in the seven 
years since Katrina struck 
and became a symbol of 
government failure. More 
than 1,800 died, there were 
53 levee breaches and the 
federal government was 
viewed as late and unpre¬ 
pared to handle the after- 
math. Criticism was leveled 
at officials reaching all the 
way to the White House. 

An emergency declaration 
was also issued in Mississippi 
by Gov. Phil Bryant amid 
concerns of storm surge 
threatening low-lying ar¬ 
eas. Oil companies began 
evacuating workers from 
offshore oil rigs and cutting 
production in advance 
of Isaac.The storm was on 
a course to pass west of 


Tampa, but it had already 
disrupted the Republicans' 
schedule there because 
of the likelihood of heavy 
rain and strong winds that 
extended more than 200 
miles from its center. 

Even before reaching hur¬ 
ricane strength, Isaac 
caused considerable in¬ 
convenience, with more 
than 550 flights canceled at 
Miami International Airport 
and about 150 from Fort 
Lauderdale's airport. There 
were scattered power out¬ 
ages from Key West to Fort 
Lauderdale affecting more 
than 16,000 customers, and 
flooding occurred in low- 
lying areas. 

Gov. Rick Scott said at a 
news conference Sunday 
evening that only minor 
damage was reported 
from Isaac. □ 
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U.S. arms sales tripled in 2011 
to record $66.3 billion dollars 


THOMSHANKER 
© 2012 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - Weapons 
sales by the United States 
tripled in 2011 to a record 
high, driven by major arms 
sales to Persian Gulf allies 
concerned about Iran's re¬ 
gional ambitions, accord¬ 
ing to a new study for Con¬ 
gress. 

Overseas weapons sales 
by the United States to¬ 
taled $66.3 billion last year, 
or nearly 78 percent of the 
global arms market, valued 
at $85.3 billion in 2011. 
Russia was a distant sec¬ 


ond, with $4.8 billion in 
deals. 

The American weapons 
sales total was an “extraor¬ 
dinary increase” over the 
$21.4 billion in deals for 
2010, the study found, and 
was the largest single-year 
sales total in the history of 
United States arms exports. 
The previous high was in fis¬ 
cal year 2009, when Ameri¬ 
can weapons sales over¬ 
seas totaled nearly $31 bil¬ 
lion. 

A worldwide economic de¬ 
cline had suppressed arms 
sales over recent years. But 


increasing tensions with Iran 
drove a set of Persian Gulf 
nations - Saudi Arabia, the 
United Arab Emirates and 
Oman - to purchase Ameri¬ 
can weapons at record 
levels. 

These gulf states do not 
share a border with Iran, 
and their arms purchases 
focused on expensive war¬ 
planes and complex missile 
defense systems. 

The report was prepared by 
the nonpartisan Congres¬ 
sional Research Service, 
a division of the Library of 
Congress. Q 
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Former South Carolina Gov. Mark Sanford talks to 
Associated Press reporters in his office. Sanford confirmed 
Sunday that he’s engaged to Maria Belen Chapur, an 
intensely private divorced woman whose affair with 
the married Republican father of four children became 
tabloid news three years ago. 

(AP Photo/Virginia Postic) 

Former South Carolina 
governor says engaged 

MICHAEL WARREN 
Associated Press 

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) — Former South Carolina 
Gov. Mark Sanford proposed marriage to his Argentine 
lover in the same way he has lived since their affair de¬ 
railed his political career: combining elements of secrecy 
wifh unfiltered expressions of love, and a touch of the weird 
as well. Sanford confirmed Sunday fhaf he's engaged fo 
Maria Belen Chapur, an intensely private divorced wom¬ 
an whose affair wifh fhe married Republican father of four 
children became fabloid news fhree years ago. 

He proposed to her on Wednesday in the Bella Italia Grille, 
a high-end restaurant in the upscale Palermo neighbor¬ 
hood, around the corner from Chapur's luxury apartment, 
the restaurant’s manager said Sunday. 

The couple have been regular customers at the restau¬ 
rant, but this time they arrived separately. Sanford arrived 
first, and considered a table in the main dining room, but 
then turned it down as too noisy, said the restaurant man¬ 
ager, who gave his name only as Gustavo. 

The manager said Sanford settled on a table for two near 
the door, and left the engagement ring in a small box with 
one of the waiters, telling him to give it to Chapur when 
she arrived. Then he hid out in the bathroom for disabled 
guests, where cracking open the door provides a direct 
view of the table, and waited for more than an hour be¬ 
fore she finally arrived, fhe manager said. 

The waiter then gave Chapur the box, telling her some¬ 
thing about winning a prize. She opened it and seemed 
puzzled to see the ring until Sanford walked up, declared 
his love and asked her to marry him. She quickly said yes 
and they kissed and cried, but no one else in the restau¬ 
rant seemed to notice, the manager said. Q 
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Capitol dome imperiled by cracks and partisan divide 


JENNIFER STEINHAUER 
© 2012 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - To the myr¬ 
iad indignities suffered by 
Congress, including stag¬ 
nant legislation, partisan 
warfare and popularity on 
par with petty criminals, 
add this: The Capitol’s roof 
is leaking, and there is no 
money to fix it. 

The Capitol dome, the na¬ 
tion's grandest symbol of 
federal authority, has been 
dinged by years of inclem¬ 
ent weather, and its exterior 
is in need of repair. 

The dome has 1,300 known 
cracks and breaks. Water 
that has seeped in over the 
years has caused rusting 
on the ornamentation and 
staining on the interior of 
the rotunda, just feet below 
the fresco “The Apotheosis 
of Washington,” which is 
painted on the rotunda’s 
canopy. 

Like most of what the fed¬ 
eral government is on the 
hook to fix - highways, 
bridges and airports - the 
dome is imperiled both by 
tough economic times and 
by a politically polarized 
Congress. 

While Senate appropriators 
have voted to repair the 
dome, which has not un¬ 
dergone major renovations 
for 50 years, their House 
counterparts say there isn’t 
money right now. 

In that way, the dome is a 
metaphor for the nation’s 
decaying infrastructure. 
“The dome needs compre¬ 
hensive rehabilitation,” said 
Stephen T. Ayers, the archi¬ 
tect of the Capitol, whose 
office oversees the build¬ 
ing's physical state. “It's a 
public safety issue." 

The skirt of the dome - the 


section around the base 
of the original sandstone 
foundation - was fixed up 
recently at a cost of about 
$20 million, but an addition¬ 
al $61 million is needed to 
repair and restore the rest 
of the structure's exterior. 
The Senate Appropriations 
Committee voted just be¬ 
fore Congress left for its Au¬ 
gust recess to provide the 
money. 

“I support funding the Capi¬ 
tol dome,” said Sen. John 
Hoeven, R-N.D., who voted 
against an appropriations 
bill because it did not in¬ 
clude money for the dome. 
(The money was includ¬ 
ed moments later in an 
amendment, which passed 
with Hoeven's vote.) 

The appropriators in the Re¬ 
publican-controlled House 
are starting with a smaller 
overall budget for the 2013 
fiscal year than the Demo- 
cratic-controlled Senate, 


and they want to finance 
much of the government’s 
operations at lower levels. 
Senate leaders have de¬ 
cided that it would be too 
difficult to reconcile the 
two appropriations bills, as 
is normally done, until after 
the election. 


That means Congress will 
have to pass a short-term 
spending bill - the sort that 
set off the fight that almost 
shut down the government 
last year - and it most likely 
will not include more mon¬ 
ey for repairs. 

“This is not a ‘bridge to no¬ 


where’ we’re talking about 
here,” said Sen. Charles 
Schumer, D-N.Y., the leader 
of the Senate Rules Com¬ 
mittee, which oversees the 
architect’s office. 

“This is basic upkeep to 
the United States Capitol 
building. There is a time and 
place to debate spending 
levels and the proper role 
of the federal government, 
but when your house has 
a leaky roof, you pay to fix 
the roof.” 

The history of the dome has 
been marked by cost over¬ 
runs and construction prob¬ 
lems. 

The Capitol’s first dome, 
made of copper-covered 
wood, was completed in 
1824 but by the 1850s was 
deemed too small. 

It was also seen as a fire 
hazard in a place where oil 
lamps, British attacks and 
other events had caused 
blazes. Q 



Workers rappelling from the dome of the U.S. Capitol, in 
Washington. The Capitol dome needs a comprehensive 
rehabilitation, but the House has declined to appropriate 
the $61 million required for repairs. 

(Luke Sharrett/The New York Times) 
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Afghanistan: Badruddin Haqqani is dead 


HEIDI VOGT 

RAHIM FAIEZ 

Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — 

The son of the founder of the 
powerful Haqqani network 
was been killed in an airstrike 
in Pakistan, Afghanistan’s in¬ 
telligence agency said Sun¬ 
day, providing the first public 
confirmation of rumors that 
have been swirling for days 
about the key member of a 
militant group the U.S. con¬ 
siders one of the most dan¬ 
gerous in the region. 

The Taliban rejected reports 
of Badruddin Haqqani’s 
death, however, saying that 
he was alive and well in Af¬ 
ghanistan. 

Haqqani’s death would be 
a serious blow to the organi¬ 
zation founded by his father, 
Jalaluddin Haqqani. The 
group, which has ties to both 
the Taliban and al-Qaida, 
has been blamed for a series 
of high-profile attacks and 
kidnappings in Afghanistan, 
particularly in and around 
the capital city of Kabul, and 
poses perhaps the biggest 
threat to stability in the coun¬ 
try. 

Shafiqullah Tahiri, the spokes¬ 
man for Afghanistan’s Na¬ 
tional Directorate of Secu¬ 
rity intelligence agency, said 
Haqqani was killed last week 


in an airstrike in Pakistan. 
He did not provide any 
further details, and would 
not say what information 
the agency's operatives 
were basing their conclu¬ 
sion on. 

U.S. officials have declined 
comment on the reports. 
But Tahiri’s account is simi¬ 
lar to one provided Sat¬ 
urday by a senior Taliban 
leader who said Haqqani 
was killed in a drone strike. 
It also hews closely to a 
version provided by Paki¬ 


stani officials who said Sat¬ 
urday that they were 90 
percent sure the militant 
commander was killed in 
a missile attack Tuesday in 
Pakistan’s North Waziristan 
tribal region. 

The Taliban, who are 
closely allied with the 
Haqqani network, reject¬ 
ed all reports of Haqqani’s 
death. Zabiullah Muja- 
hid, a Taliban spokes¬ 
man, said Haqqani is alive 
and in good health in 
Afghanistan.^ 



A Pakistani Taliban militant holds a rocket-propelled 
grenade at the Taliban stronghold of Shawal, in 
Pakistani tribal region of Waziristan, Pakistan, August 25, 
2012. The son of the founder of the powerful Haqqani 
network was been killed in an airstrike in Pakistan, 
Afghanistan’s intelligence agency said Sunday, 
providing the first public confirmation of rumors that 
have been swirling for days about the key member 
of a militant group the U.S. considers one of the most 
dangerous in the region. 

(AP Photo/ Ishtiaq Mahsud) 
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German economy minister Philipp Roesler, left, sits 
with news presenter Thomas Walde in Berlin, Germany, 
on Sunday Aug. 26 , 2012. Roesler has rejected calls 
for Greece to get more time to implement economic 
reforms, saying in an interview Sunday that Athens needs 
to respect the bailout deal reached with its international 
creditors. 

(AP Photo/Juergen Detmers/ZDF) 


Germany Minister rejects 
Greece plea for more time 

FRANK JORDANS 
Associated Press 

BERLIN (AP) — Germany’s economy minister has rejected 
calls for Greece to get more time to implement economic 
reforms, saying in an interview Sunday that Athens needs 
to respect the bailout deal reached with its international 
creditors. Philipp Roesler’s comments to ZDF public televi¬ 
sion come after a visit by Greece’s prime minister to Ber¬ 
lin on Friday, during which Antonis Samaras told German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel that his country needs “time 
to breathe" before it can make all the budget cuts and 
reforms demanded as part of its €240 billion ($300 billion) 
bailout packages. 

“What the Greeks have asked for, half a year or two years, 
that's not doable," said Roesler, who is also the vice chan¬ 
cellor in Angela Merkel’s coalition government. He added 
that “time is always money” and all parties had agreed 
that additional funds for Greece weren’t up for debate. 
Roesler, the leader of Germany’s pro-business Free Demo¬ 
cratic Party, has long taken a hard line on Greece. Last 
month, he caused an outcry in Greece by suggesting the 
idea of the country leaving the 17-nation eurozone had 
“lost its horror.” Those comments appeared to put him at 
odds with Merkel, who has always insisted that Greece 
should remain in the euro. 

But his latest views on the need for Greece to stick to the 
agreed time plan for reforms were echoed by German 
Finance Minister Wolfgang Schaeuble, who told a news¬ 
paper in comments published Sunday that “more time 
generally means more money and that quickly means a 
new (bailout) program.” □ 




































4® 




WORLD NEWS I? 


Monday, August 27, 2012 



^Riding oiu£ AditenlEcre guarart£e€rf : o f 

RIDE WITH RANCHO LA PONDEROSA 
AND SADDLE UP WITH THE ISLAND EXPERTS 

We have 2 Tours daily: 


PHESEMT THIS tP IMP RECEIVE lip OFF 


Tour nr,: 1 Ttie Wairuri Seach 
Tour nr.; 2 Tlie Ostrich Farm, Goldmine Ruins* and the Waiiruri EJeacIt 

FOR MORE IN FORMAT tO N CO ON OUR WEBSITE: 

mttw. ra n c hDlapirc^rosja'ubJiom 

wji' fnnhfliifwftK9»^wlmN »m««l!vi f11i4piwi» S07-1 M2 

op«kincp**s WP HOURS; man thru an* FROM taw - iqpw 



Evidence mounts of new massacre in Syria 



A Syrian rebel, sleeps after returning back from fighting against 
Syrian army forces in Aleppo, at a rebel headquarters in Marea 
on the outskirts of Aleppo city, Syria, Sunday, Aug. 26,2012. Ac¬ 
cording to activists’ accounts, government forces retook the 
Damascus suburb of Daraya from rebel control three days ago 
and have since gone on a killing spree. Reports of the death toll 
range widely from more than 300 to as many as 600. 

(AP Photo/Muhammed Muheisen) 


Continued from front 


Evidence mounted on Sun¬ 
day of a new massacre in 
Syria’s deepening civil war, 
with activists reporting a kill¬ 
ing spree by government 
forces after they seized the 
suburb of Daraya from reb¬ 
el control three days ago. 
Reports of the death toll 
ranged from more than 300 
to as many as 600. 

Video footage posted by 


activists showed lineups 
of corpses, many of them 
men with gunshot wounds 
to their heads. During 
mass burials on Sunday, 
bodies were sprayed with 
water from hoses — a sub¬ 
stitute for the ritual wash¬ 
ing prescribed by Islam in 
the face of so many dead. 
The gruesome images 
appeared to expose the 
lengths to which the re¬ 
gime of authoritarian Pres¬ 
ident Bashar Assad was 
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willing to go to put down 
the rebellion that first broke 
out in March last year. 

In an ominous commen¬ 
tary, Assad was quoted by 
his official media as say¬ 
ing his regime would carry 
on fighting “whatever the 
price.” 

“It is clear that was collec¬ 
tive punishment,” Khaled 
Al-Shami, an activist from 
Damascus, said of the kill¬ 
ings in Daraya. “I am cer¬ 


tain that the coming days 
will reveal more massacres, 
but by then others will have 
taken place and people 
will forget about Daraya." 
The video footage and 
death toll were impossible 
to independently verify be¬ 
cause of severe restrictions 
on media coverage of the 
conflict. However activists 
and residents have report¬ 
ed excessive use of force 
by the regime, with indis¬ 


criminate bombing from 
the air and ground. 
“Daraya, a city of dignity, 
has paid a heavy price 
for demanding freedom,” 
the Local Coordination 
Committees activist group 
said in a statement, add¬ 
ing that the Assad regime 
targeted residents with ex¬ 
ecutions and revenge kill¬ 
ings “regardless of whether 
they were men, women or 
children.”□ 
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In swipe at the UN, Iran opens nonaligned summit 


TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran 
opened a world gather¬ 
ing of self-described non- 
aligned nations Sunday 
with a slap at the U.N. Se¬ 
curity Council and an ap¬ 
peal to rid the world of 
nuclear weapons, even as 
Tehran faces Western sus¬ 
picions that it is seeking its 
own atomic bombs. 

Iran seeks to use the week- 
long gathering — capped 
by a two-day summit of 
Non-Aligned Movement 
leaders — as a showcase 
of its global ties and efforts 
to challenge the influence 
of the West and its allies. 
Among those expected to 
attend include U.N. Secre¬ 
tary-General Ban Ki-moon 
and the prime minister of 
India, Manmohan Singh, 
whose nation remains an 
important Iranian oil cus¬ 
tomer as Tehran battles 
Western sanctions over its 
nuclear program. 

The 120-nation Non- 
Aligned Movement, a hold¬ 


over from the Cold War's 
pull between East and 
West, is also seen by Iran 
and others as an alterna¬ 
tive forum for current world 


discussions. Iran says it plans 
talks on a peace plan to 
end Syria’s civil war, but no 
rebel factions will attend 
because of Tehran's close 


bonds with Syrian President 
Bashar Assad’s regime. 
Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Salehi opened the 
gathering by noting com¬ 
mitment to a previous 
goal from the nonaligned 
group, known as NAM, to 
remove the world's nuclear 
arsenals within 13 years. 
“We believe that the time¬ 
table for ultimate removal 
of nuclear weapons by 
2025, which was proposed 
by NAM, will only be real¬ 
ized if we follow it up deci¬ 
sively," he told delegates. 
Iran insists it does not seek 
nuclear weapons. The U.S. 
and allies suspect that Teh¬ 
ran's uranium enrichment 
could eventually lead to 
warhead-level material. 
They have imposed ever- 
tighter sanctions on Iran's 
banking and oil exports in 
attempt to wring conces¬ 
sions. Israel has said that it 
would consider military op¬ 
tions if diplomacy and eco¬ 
nomic pressures fail fo curb 
Iran’s nuclear ambitions. 
Salehi criticized Israel for 
remaining outside the U.N. 
main treaty governing the 
spread of nuclear tech¬ 
nology. Israel refused to 
discuss the full range of its 
military capabilities, but it is 
widely believed to have a 
nuclear arsenal. 

Iran ally North Korea has 
withdrawn from the Nucle¬ 
ar Non-Proliferation Treaty. 
North Korean Foreign Min¬ 
ister Pak Ui Chun arrived in 
Tehran Sunday to attend 
the meetings. 

Outside the meeting site, 
Iran displayed three cars 
damaged by bomb blasts 
that Iran has blamed on 
agents from Britain, the U.S. 
and Britain. □ 


Pussy Riot 
Members 
flee Russia 

MOSCOW (AP) — Two 

members of the punk band 
Pussy Riot have fled Russia 
to avoid prosecution for a 
protest against Vladimir Pu¬ 
tin that sent three of their 
band mates to prison, the 
group said Sunday. 

Five members of the femi¬ 
nist group took part in a 
provocative performance 
inside Moscow’s main ca¬ 
thedral in February to pro¬ 
test the Russian leader’s 
rule and his cozy relation¬ 
ship with the Orthodox 
Church. 

The women wore their 
trademark garishly colored 
balaclavas, which made it 
difficult for police fo iden¬ 
tify fhem, and only three 
were arrested. 

After a controversial trial 
that highlighted Putin’s 
crackdown on dissent since 
he began a third presiden¬ 
tial term in May, the three 
band members were con¬ 
victed of hooliganism and 
sentenced to two years 
in prison on Aug. 17. Days 
later, Moscow police said 
they were searching for fhe 
other band members, an 
apparent warning to the 
group to stop its anti-Putin 
protests. 

Even as the judge was 
reading the verdict in a 
Moscow courtroom, one 
of the band members who 
had escaped arrest played 
Pussy Riot’s latest song, 
“Putin sets the fires of revo¬ 
lutions," from the balcony 
of an apartment building 
across the street.Q 



An expert-level meeting of the Non-Aligned Movement, 
NAM, takes place in Tehran, Iran, Sunday, Aug. 26, 2012. 
Iran opened a world gathering of self-described non- 
aligned nations Sunday with a slap at the vast powers of 
the U.N. Security Council and an appeal to rid the world 
of nuclear weapons even as Tehran faces Western suspi¬ 
cions that it is seeking its own atomic arms. Iran seeks to 
use the weeklong gathering as a showcase of its global 
ties and efforts to challenge the influence of the West and 
its allies. 

(AP Photo/Vahid Salemi) 
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Served on a bed of 
Linguini Pasta 

Desert & Coffee , 


Daily from: 5:30PM till 7:00PM (TWlk 

For reservation please call: C|w 



































WORLD NEWSIm 1 , August 27, 2012 



5:30 to 7:30 pm on Monday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday 


Watch the sun go down aboard one of our 
luxurious catamarans. This relaxing sail 
includes hors d’oeuvres and open bar. 


Book now! Via internet: www.redsailaruba.com or by phone: (+297) 586-1603 


Japan’s Okinawa Island slammed by powerful typhoon 



High waves pound seawall in Yonabarucho, Okinawa Prefecture, 
southern Japan, Sunday afternoon, Aug. 26, 2012. Residents 
were being told to stay indoors and warned wind gusts from the 
strongest typhoon to approach Okinawa in several years could 
overturn cars and cause waves of up to 12 meters (40 feet) on 
Sunday. 

(AP Photo/Kyodo News) 


MALCOLM FOSTER 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — A power¬ 
ful typhoon lashed the 
southern Japanese island 
of Okinawa and surround¬ 
ing areas Sunday, injuring 
four people and cutting 
off power to about 57,000 
households. 

Weather officials had 
warned that Typhoon Bo- 


laven would be the stron¬ 
gest to hit the region in 
several years, but its gusts 
weren’t as powerful as 
feared. Disaster authorities 
reported no major dam¬ 
age as of early Monday 
aside from the blackouts. 
The center of slow-moving 
storm, the 15th of the sea¬ 
son, passed over the island 
late Sunday and was ex- 
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pected to move northwest 
into the East China Sea on 
Monday, possibly affect¬ 
ing coastal areas of South 
Korea by Tuesday, weather 
officials said. 

The Japan Meteorological 
Agency said wind speeds 
near the center of the ty¬ 
phoon were about 180 
kilometers per hour (112 


mph), with gusts reaching 
252 kph (155 mph), possibly 
equaling or surpassing past 
records for the area. Pub¬ 
lic broadcaster NHK had 
warned that such strong 
winds could overturn cars 
and knock over telephone 
poles. 

But NHK reported that the 
gusts measured on the is¬ 


land of Amami, north of 
Okinawa, reached just 140 
kph (87 mph). 

“The winds weren’t as 
strong as expected. We’re 
glad there’s no major dam¬ 
age so far," said Yoshimitsu 
Matsusaki, an official with 
the Okinawa government’s 
disaster prevention and cri¬ 
sis management division.Q 
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Machines on Sunday, August 26, 2012. 


For more information about the Slot 

regency Tournament, please contact our Players 

A R u B A ™ Advantage Club at 586-1234 ext. 4583. 

A HYATT RESORT AND CASINO 


$1000 Slot Tournament 







































Come Joi 

the T7n#-i 






Monday, August 27, 2012 


^ I WORLD NEWS 


FREE, 


FftEE Premium Drinks! 

U JmIl | driving dptl Ilf IJIvIh- J^ill IL'n 


^5) 
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Double points on slots from l2noon to 6pm 

Full card within 5t> calls pays US$1,000 
Full cart! in more than 50 calls jiays US$100 
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Indian police detain anti-corruption activists 


Angola extradites 
Chinese gangsters 


NIRMALA GEORGE 
Associated Press 
NEW DELHI (AP) — Indian 
police detained scores of 
anti-corruption activists 
who tried to march Sun¬ 
day to the homes of top 
political leaders to protest 


a scandal over the govern¬ 
ment’s sale of coal fields 
without competitive bid¬ 
ding. 

Hundreds of activists lay 
down on the road outside 
the homes of Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh and oth¬ 
er leaders in central New 
Delhi as police held them 


BEIJING (AP) — A double- 
decker bus rammed into a 
tanker loaded with highly 
flammable methanol on a 
northern Chinese highway 
on Sunday, 

causing both vehicles to 
burst into flames and kill¬ 
ing 36 people, state media 
said. 

The official Xinhua News 
Agency said 39 people 


back with security bar¬ 
ricades. They later broke 
through police cordons at 
many places, and police 
responded by firing tear 
gas and water cannons. 
Officers dragged protest¬ 
ers to buses parked near 


the prime minister's house 
and took them to nearby 
police stations. Police also 
used bamboo batons to 
beat back protesters who 
had climbed over a barri¬ 
cade near the prime minis¬ 
ter’s office complex. 

Roads in the heart of the 
capital were closed to traf- 


were on the long-dis¬ 
tance sleeper bus when it 
crashed and only three sur¬ 
vived. 

It said the survivors were 
hospitalized, but didn't de¬ 
scribe their condition. 

The tanker had just re¬ 
turned to the highway af¬ 
ter a rest stop when it was 
apparently rear-ended by 
the bus at around 2:40 a.m. 


tic. 

Police said the detained 
activists would be held for 
a few hours and then re¬ 
leased. 

The protesters, members of 
India Against Corruption, a 
group led by prominent an¬ 
ti-corruption activist Anna 
Hazare, have said they 
would blockade the homes 
of leaders of both the rul¬ 
ing Congress party and the 
main opposition Bharatiya 
Janata Party because they 
blame both parties for In¬ 
dia’s endemic corruption. 
“Our protest today was to 
tell the country how the 
Congress and the BJP are 
hand-in-glove in looting the 
country," said protest lead¬ 
er Arvind Kejriwal. 

Kejriwal was detained for 
about an hour and then re¬ 
leased by police. 

He returned to address 
protesters who had gath¬ 
ered outside the homes of 
Congress party chief Sonia 
Gandhi and BJP President 
Nitin Gadkari. 

He said the protesters were 
ready to go to jail. “We 
have succeeded in expos¬ 
ing the corruption indulged 
in by this government. We 
are ready to make any 
sacrifice to achieve our de¬ 
mands,” he told cheering 
supportersO 


close to the city of Yan’an 
in Shaanxi province, the of¬ 
ficial China News website 
said. 

The bus had left Hohhot in 
Inner Mongolia and was 
headed south to Xi'an city, 
it said. 

Xinhua photos showed the 
charred metal skeleton of 
the bus rammed up against 
the back of the tanker. □ 


BEIJING (AP) — Chinese 
police brought back 37 
suspected Chinese gang¬ 
sters from Angola over the 
weekend, where they were 
arrested for alleged crimes 
against other Chinese such 



Hooded and hand-cuffed 
suspects are escorted to get 
off a plane after arriving in 
Beijing Saturday, Aug. 25, 
2012. Chinese authorities 
said 37 Chinese nationals 
were extradited from the 
southwestern African country 
Angola, where they are 
accused of crimes against 
fellow Chinese citizens such 
as kidnapping, robberies, 
extortions and forcing them 
into prostitution. 

(AP Photo/Xinhua, Qi Heng) 

as kidnapping, armed rob¬ 
bery, extortion, human traf¬ 
ficking and forced prosti¬ 
tution. Such crimes are a 
major concern for China, 
which has become Africa's 
main trading partner and a 
major source of infrastruc¬ 
ture investment. As a re¬ 
sult, many Chinese work in 
Africa, and their presence 
has brought problems such 


as crime among Chinese, 
especially in politically vol¬ 
atile countries that provide 
fertile ground for criminals. 

It is a sign that Chinese busi¬ 
nesses continue to be trou¬ 
bled by the country’s stub¬ 
born gang culture as they 
expand overseas. 

The Ministry of Public Se¬ 
curity said the Chinese 
government sent a special 
police force to Angola in 
July which worked with lo¬ 
cal police to break up 12 
Chinese gangs, resolve 48 
criminal cases and rescue 
14 Chinese victims, most 
of whom had been forced 
into prostitution. At home, 
domestic police arrested 
24 other people suspected 
of being involved in the 
cases, the ministry said. 
Following a request from 
Chinese authorities, the 
37 men and women were 
extradited on Saturday to 
China, where they face tri¬ 
al on charges including kid¬ 
napping, armed robbery 
and extortion. They arrived 
in Beijing on a chartered 
plane, the ministry said. 
Such crimes hurt Chinese 
businesses overseas and 
tarnish the country’s image. 
As a rising world power, Chi¬ 
na also wants to be seen as 
being capable of protect¬ 
ing its citizens abroad and 
punishing those who com¬ 
mit violent crimes overseas. 
China Police, an online 
news site managed by 
the ministry, ran three ar¬ 
ticles on Saturday on crime 
fighting in Angola. In one 
article. Detective Liu Feng 
said many poorly edu¬ 
cated, low-income Chi¬ 
nese became gangsters in 
the southwestern African 
country .□ 



Indian protesters break through a police barricade during a 
demonstration near the prime minister’s official residence in 
New Delhi, India, Sunday, Aug. 26, 2012. Indian police detained 
scores of anti-corruption activists who tried to march Sunday to 
the homes of top political leaders to protest a scandal over the 
government's sale of coal fields without competitive bidding. 

(AP Photo/Kevin Frayer) 


Bus, tanker collide in China, killing 36 







































At El Gaucho Argentine Grill: 


A dream wedding starts with a dream rehearsal dinner 


Oranjestad - The island 
of Aruba is blessed with a 
great number of couples 
who choose to celebrate 
the single most important 
day of their lives here. For 
more than three decades 
El Gaucho Argentine Grill 
has taken part in making 
weddings unforgettable, 
for many couples, their 
family members and their 
friends, hosting the tradi¬ 
tional pre-wedding cere¬ 
mony rehearsal dinner, on 
the night before the big- 
day. 

It’s no wonder then that 
an elegant rehearsal din¬ 
ner at El Gaucho Argentine 
Grill, was a popular feature 
on many wedding-party 
schedule of events, this 
past summer. 

The guests generally in¬ 
clude the couple to be 
married and others who 
form the wedding party, 
including extended family 
members and out-of-town 
guests. 

Sumptuous, leisurely-served 
dinner at El Gaucho, allows 
relatives and friends of the 
bride and groom to meet 
and have a good time. It’s 
also an excellent opportu¬ 



nity for the couple to thank 
everyone who has put 
work into helping them with 
wedding preparations. 
Between courses, invited 
guests may toast, or roast, 
as is often the case, the 
bride and the groom, fol¬ 
lowed by the giving of small 
gifts, as tokens of apprecia¬ 
tion for those who support¬ 
ed the pre-wedding rush. 
The El Gaucho signature 
wedding rehearsal dinner 
takes place in one of the 
restaurant’s private dining 
rooms, where guests are 
served a customized menu, 
carefully prepared in honor 
of the occasion by the res¬ 
taurant’s culinary team. 




The room is decorated 
with helium balloons and 
confetti, with fresh flowers 
and petals at no additional 
cost. 

The restaurant manage¬ 
ment gladly arranges the 
services of a DJ, or any 
popular local band, play¬ 
ing a great range of music 
from oldies to top 100. The 
restaurant also offers au¬ 
dio-visual equipment in the 
event that a DVD is shown 
or a special presentation 
made. 

Special attention is always 
paid to the staging of des¬ 
sert, with unique cakes, 
on ornate stands, and the 
eternal crowd-pleaser, the 
chocolate fountain with 
tropical fresh cut fruit as a 
sweet sensation. 

With no extra charge for 
room rental, and many ex¬ 
tra touches, your dream 
wedding will take off with¬ 
out a hitch, at an elegant 
rehearsal dinner, hosted by 
El Gaucho Argentine Grill. 
Call +297 582 3677, or e- 
mail info@Elgaucho-aruba. 
com.Q 
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The Louis Vuitton Keepall is all you need for a weekend away 




The Louis Vuitton Maison 
became world renowned 
for its trunks and luggage 
almost immediately at its 
establishment in the mid 
1800s. Over the years, the 
fashion house has perfect¬ 
ed and brought “the art 
of packing” to the world, 
expanding its collections in 
the mid 20th century to the 
present, to include also ev¬ 
ery facet of fashion, such as 
sunglasses, scarves, jewelry, 
shoes, small leather goods 
and clothing. The Maison 
on occasion still makes 
wonderful custom-made 
trunks and has established 
some of its iconic pieces as 
permanent fixtures in its lug¬ 
gage collections. 

Louis Vuitton debuted the 
Keepall in 1930 and this 
classic travel bag has since 
become a favorite with 
travelers for its versatile car- 
ry-on size and portability. 
The Keepall, literally “keeps 
all” by nature, but once un¬ 
packed is also easy to fold 
and carry inside a suitcase 
to have as an extra travel 
bag. A preferred piece 
with many celebrities too, 
the Keepall is lightweight, 



portable and available in 
different canvas designs, 
including the signature 
Monogram. 

The Keepall is a perfect 
weekend-away bag, el¬ 
egant, soft and lightweight, 
but, surprisingly offers a 
large volume. 

For example, if packed the 
right way - for which fold¬ 
ing and packing instruc¬ 
tions are available at Louis 
Vuitton boutiques as well 
as online at www.louisvuit- 


ton.com, the Keepall can 
carryl pair of jeans, 1 dress, 
2 light jumpers, 1 cardigan, 
underwear, socks, 2 pairs 
of trainers, 2 pairs of shoes, 
2 belts, 1 toilet bag, 1 cos¬ 
metics bag, 1 jewelry bag 
and 1 three watch case. 
Classics and the most re¬ 
cent Louis Vuitton collec¬ 
tions, including luggage are 
on display at the Louis Vuit¬ 
ton boutique on Aruba, lo¬ 
cated at Renaissance Mall 
in downtown OranjestadO 


Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

t's a matter of prestige and quality... 





ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. Visit their retail store 
located in front of the Historic Dutch Windmill in front of the Westin Resort, with any 
purchase of $20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars 
get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on 
Sundays from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort 

and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box 
prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 
available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail. com 
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The Carubbian 
Festival 

Aruba's Carnival 
experience 
every week of the 
year! 

Most visitors don't have the opportunity 
to experience Arubes cultural highlight 
of the year-*Carnival (or, as we catl it 
here, Carnaval). But now you can 
discover the color Tu I spirit cl Aruba's 
Carnival ovary Thursday evening at the 
Carrubian Festival. Siluated on the 
island's southern tip in Ihe heart of San 
Micotas where Caribbean and Aruban 
cultures meet, Ihe Carubbian Festival 
brings Carnival to life wilh live Calypso 
and Soca music, a parade of glittery 
dancers showcasing many of our pasl 
Carnival’s gorgeous costumes, festive 
brass bands, stilt walkers, handicrafts,, 
and traditional homemade cuisine of 
ihe Caribbean region. 

We encourage you to spend an eve* 
ning with ihe locals, and enjoy a taste of 
our culture ai the Carubbian Festival. 
M's atso a great family or group activityl 


Package includes: 


Round-trip transportation Irom 
your hotel 

Entrance to the festival 
Dinner and beverages 
Enlerialnmenl - Carnival show, 
live music, and mere 
A commemorative carnival 
mask 

164 pgr person 

$3£ children i£ years and under 
Main-Gtr&ot San Nicolas 
Thursdays Irani B pm IQ ID pm 



eawfeh 





\ a n Mb* 

Where ™ 

h 


every Thursday as culture 

becomes a total 


6:00pm -1 0:00pm 

I 


TICKETS AVAILABLE 
De Pa Im Tours & Red 
DESK AT YOU 


Caribbean 


Whoro 

When 



nlnrni.il r: vital your yutasl services desk In 
yqgr hole! lor mar# rirormnlan and! tickuis . 


The Cmubbion Festival is an initiative of 
the Ministry of Tourism, JrjnspQftahon nntf 
Labour Operated by jfw Carubbian f& trn* 
dbfkjn. 
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Hispaniola death toll from Isaac climbs to 9 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 
(AP) — The death toll from 
Tropical Storm Isaac has 
climbed to nine after au¬ 
thorities in the Dominican 
Republic reported two 
deaths Sunday. 

Authorities have already 
reported seven deaths in 
Haiti, the impoverished 
country that shares the Ca¬ 
ribbean island of Hispan¬ 
iola with the Dominican 
Republic. 

Early Sunday afternoon, 
Dominican police reported 
that two men were swept 
away by flooded rivers that 
had burst their banks. One 
of the victims was identified 
as Pedro Peralta, 
a former mayor in Villa Al- 
tagracia, a town northwest 
of the capital of Santo Do¬ 
mingo. His body was recov¬ 


ered Sunday by rescuers 
on the banks of the Haina 
River. 


whose identity was not dis¬ 
closed, was swept away by 
the Yaguaza River, accord- 


In neighboring Haiti, Joseph 
Edgard Celestin of Haiti's 
Civil Protection Office of- 


on how each person died 
in that country but noted 
that one man was swept 
away as he tried to cross a 
river in a village in northern 
Haiti. 

In a separate report, Hai¬ 
ti’s Civil Protection Office 
said a 51-year-old woman 
was killed in the southern 
coastal town of Marigot af¬ 


ter a tree fell on her home. 
A 10-year-old girl was killed 
in the village of Thomazeau 
after a wall collapsed on 
her. 

The number of people 
evacuated due to flooding 
also rose. 

More than 14,000 peo¬ 
ple have left their homes 
throughout Haiti and an¬ 
other 13,500 people were 
living in temporary shelters, 
the Civil Protection Office 
reported. 

Some 8,400 evacuees were 
in the country's western de¬ 
partment, the most popu¬ 
lous and where the capital 
of Port-au-Prince is located. 
A dozen 

houses were destroyed and 
another 269 damaged, the 
Haitian government report¬ 
ed. Four people were in¬ 
jured, including a man who 
fell from a tree. 
Impoverished Haiti is prone 
to flooding and mudslides 
because much of the 
country is heavily defor¬ 
ested and rainwater rushes 
down barren mountain¬ 
sides. 

The center of Tropical 
Storm Isaac passed Haiti’s 
southern peninsula early 
Saturday.Q 


Another male victim, ing to Dominican police. fered few details Sunday 



In this photo released by the U.N. mission in Haiti, MINUSTAH, a woman swims through flood waters 
in a low lying area affected by Tropical Storm Isaac in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Sunday, Aug. 26, 2012. 
Tropical Storm Isaac swept across Haiti's southern peninsula early Saturday, dousing a capital city 
prone to flooding and adding to the misery of a poor nation still trying to recover from the 2010 
earthquake. 

(AP Photo/MlNUSTAH, Logan Abassi) 


Bahamas: Migrants detained 
after Isaac runs boat aground 


NASSAU, Bahamas (AP) — 

Officials in the Bahamas 
say more than 100 Haitian 
migrants have been de¬ 
tained after a smuggler's 
sloop ran aground during 
Tropical Storm 
Isaac's trek across the re¬ 
gion. 

The islands' National Emer¬ 
gency Management 
Agency says the boat ran 
aground Saturday just off 
Andros Island as Isaac 
churned southwest of the 
Bahamas. 

Immigration Director Jack 


Thompson said Sunday that 
122 Haitians have been de¬ 
tained but the exact num¬ 
ber of people on board has 
not been established. 
Authorities plan to search 
for possible bodies in the 
area, but the seas have 
been too rough. 

Many Haitians have mi¬ 
grated to the Bahamas in 
recent years to work low- 
wage jobs or to try to get 
to the U.S. In June, 11 Hai¬ 
tians died when their boat 
capsized off the Bahamian 
island of Abaco. □ 



Beauty 






The Blue 

lobster 

INTERNATIONAL CUISINE & LOBSTER HOUSE 

Phone: 297 586-38-43 / 297 586-4 


has been comi 
to the island of 
Aruba for 21 yea 
consecutively! 

Hard to believe that 
this gorgeous young 
woman has visited the 
island for so long! 

We think she must have 
started coming while still 
in her mother's belly??!! 
She comes from the 
home of the Red Sox, 
Boston, Massachusetts, 
and has just wrapped 
up another beautiful 
Sunny vacation with 
her mother. 

They enjoyed another 
wonderful stay at the 
beautiful Divi Village 
Resort. Your friends at 
the Aruba Today are glad 
you 

enjoyed your vacation: 
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In this Aug. 18. 2012. file 
photo. Roger Federer. from 
Switzerland, reaches for 
a shot against Stanislas 
Wawrinka. from Switzerland, 
during a semifinals match at 
the Western & Southern Open 
tennis tournament in Mason. 
Ohio. 

Associated Press 

Long Grand 
Slam season 
wraps up at 
U.S. Open 

EDDIE PELLS 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Cham¬ 
pion at Wimbledon in both 
singles and doubles. Win¬ 
ner again at the All Eng¬ 
land Club in both events, 
four weeks later at the Lon¬ 
don Olympics. 

Nobody would blame 
Serena Williams if she felt 
worn down by this year’s 
jam-packed tennis calen¬ 
dar. She doesn't see it that 
way, though — even with 
the grind of the U.S. Open 
looming. 

“I look forward to this,” Wil¬ 
liams said. “It’s almost as 
like a launching pad for 
what I want to do for the 
rest of the hard-court sea¬ 
son.” 

In a way, yes, Monday’s 
start of the year’s last 
Grand Slam actually marks 
something of a new begin¬ 
ning — the kickoff of a six- 
month stretch on the hard 
courts that winds down at 
the 2013 Australian Open. 

Continued on Page 19 
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Asian Bistro 


Located a\ South Beach Centre | Palm Beach 55, Aruba | Tel: 586 3888 | Fox: 586 8883 


LUNCH SPECIALS * 0 ^ ,1 $9,95 


EARL V niPD SPECIALS 


HOUSE SPECIAL 


MOW SERVING SUSHI (lunch and dinner) 


Nick Watney with a timely win at Bethpage Black 



Nick Watney poses with his trophy after winning 
The Barclays golf tournament at Bethpage State Park in 
Farmingdale, N.Y., Sunday, Aug. 26, 2012. 

Associated Press 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
FARMINGDALE, New York 
(AP) — Nick Watney sal¬ 
vaged a dismal season 
Sunday at The Barclays 
with a victory that could 
not have come at a better 
time. 

Watney turned a two-shot 
deficit against Sergio Gar¬ 
cia into a three-shot lead in 
a decisive four-hole stretch 
around the turn at Beth¬ 
page Black, and no one 
got closer than two shots 
the rest of the way. Wat¬ 
ney made a 10-foot birdie 
putt on the last hole for a 
2-under 69 to capture the 
opening playoff event for 
the FedEx Cup. 

He wound up winning by 
three shots over Brandt 
Snedeker, who birdied the 
last hole for a 70. Garcia 
made bogey on the 18th 
for a 75. 

The win means Watney 
goes to No. 1 in the FedEx 
Cup standings and is as¬ 
sured a shot at the $10 mil¬ 
lion prize at the Tour Cham¬ 
pionship next month. Per¬ 
haps more importantly, it 
could be a big step toward 
an event that doesn't pay 
anything at all — the Ryder 
Cup. 

Winning against one of 
the strongest fields of the 
year at least puts him in 
the conversation to be one 
of four captain’s picks for 
the Sept. 28-30 matches at 
Medinah. Davis Love III will 
announce his choices after 
next week’s playoff event 
outside Boston. 

Steve Strieker and Jim Furyk 
are likely to be two of those 
picks, and the other two 
are suddenly wide open. 


Snedeker, already under 
consideration, battled to 
the end on a warm day 
on Long Island. He made 
a 15-foot par putt on the 
17th hole and closed with 
a birdie to be alone in 
second place. Complicat¬ 
ing matters for Love is that 
Dustin Johnson shot 68 and 
tied for third, along with 
Garcia. 

Watney, who won for the 
fifth time in his career, fin¬ 
ished on 10-under278. 

In what amounted to a duel 
with Garcia for so much of 
the day, Watney fell two 
shots behind after he three- 
putted for bogey on the 
fifth hole and Garcia made 
a 40-footer for birdie on the 
next hole. Garcia, going 
for his second straight PGA 


Tour win, never had much 
of a chance after that. 
Watney two-putted for 
birdie on the seventh. On 
the par-3 eighth, Garcia 
scrambled for bogey from 
the bunker, while Watney 
holed a bending, 30-foot 
birdie putt to take his first 
lead of the day. Another 
two-shot swing followed 
on the 10th, when Garcia 
three-putted and Watney 
hit a beautiful approach to 
4 feet for birdie. 

Both were sloppy on the 
back nine, but Watney hit 
all the right shots and seized 
control for good with a 10- 
foot birdie putt on the 14th. 
“I made more putts than 
I made all year,” Watney 
said.He credits that to some 
tips from Darrell Kestner, 


the respected club pro at 
nearby Deepdale, a lesson 
set up by a friend. Kestner 
worked on his setup, mainly 
keeping Watney from lean¬ 
ing to far back on his heels. 
“It paid off,” Watney said. 
Tiger Woods, six shots be¬ 
hind at the start of the day, 
never made a move. He 
alternated between bo¬ 
geys and birdies until the 
sixth hole, and his round 
imploded on the back nine 
with a three-putt double 
bogey on the 12th, a poor 
wedge that led to bogey 
on the par-5 13th, and a 
tee shot on the par-3 14th 
that sailed over the green 
and one-hopped against 
the gallery. He closed with 
a 76 and tied for 38th. 
Woods left without speak¬ 
ing to CBS Sports or any 
other media. It was this 
third 72-hole tournament 
over par this year, the other 
two coming at majors. 
Bethpage Black didn’t feel 
like one on Sunday. 

After a third round in which 
several players felt the 
greens were close to dead 
and nearly impossible to 
putt, there was plenty of 
water on them overnight. 
High scores were more a 
product of bad play, and it 
was difficult for anyone to 
make up too much ground 
because conditions were 
comparable throughout 
the day.And while it was 
effectively a two-man race 
for much of the day, there 
was plenty at stake in the 
FedEx Cup. 

Only the top 100 players 
advance to the Deutsche 
Bank Championship for 
the second of four playoff 
events. The biggest move 


belonged to Graham 
DeLaet of Canada, who 
started the week at No. 
106 and was right on the 
bubble going into the final 
round. 

It turned out way better 
than DeLaet could have 
imagined. Despite back- 
to-back bogeys on the 
front nine, he answered 
with four birdies on his next 
seven holes, and then 
holed out with on the 15th 
for eagle with a 9-iron from 
161 yards. He closed with 
two birdies for a Sunday- 
best 65. 

Not only did he advance, 
DeLaet moved up 62 spots 
to No. 44 and should be 
safe for the next two tour¬ 
naments. 

“I guess a lot of people 
think there's too much vol¬ 
atility in it, but it was in my 
favor," DeLaet said. “If you 
can have one really good 
event, you can catapult 
yourself up. And now I feel I 
have a chance to get into 
the Tour Championship, 
where this morning I was 
just hoping to play next 
week." 

It was a good day for an¬ 
other Canadian — David 
Hearn. Playing with Woods, 
he closed with a 71 and 
moved from No. 108 to 
No. 67. The other four from 
outside the top 100 who 
moved in were Jonas Blixt, 
Tommy Gainey and Jason 
Day, who closed with a 66. 
The odd man out was John 
Mallinger, who started the 
week at No. 88 and missed 
the cut. He became the 
highest-seeded player to 
fail to advance since this 
FedEx Cup playoff system 
began in 20070 
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U.S. Open 

Continued from Page 17 

Call it mental gymnastics, 
a creative way of looking 
at things or whatever else 
might apply. What can’t be 
denied is that in an Olym¬ 
pic year, the U.S. Open — 
considered the toughest 
test in tennis even under 
normal circumstances — is 
essentially the season’s fifth 
major. “A lot of them," Jim 
Courier said, “are running 
on fumes.” Indeed, many 
top players have had to 
double down on their fit¬ 
ness and find new, creative 
ways of organizing their 
schedules to get ready for 
what they hope will be a 
two-week grind in the fish¬ 
bowl that is Flushing Mead¬ 
ows. Defending champion 
Novak Djokovic barely took 
any time off following his 
fourth-place finish at the 
Olympics. He traveled to 
Toronto for a hard-court 
tuneup, played six matches 
and won the tournament. 
Then, he flew to Cincinnati, 
played six more matches 
but lost to Roger Federer in 
the final. No shame there, 
though that loss to Federer 
did include an uncharac¬ 
teristic 6-0 whitewashing 
in the first set. “Mentally, I 
wasn’t there, wasn’t fresh,” 
Djokovic said. “It had been 
a very busy time starting at 
the Olympic Games, and 
maybe that caught up 
with me at the end." No 
big deal in Cincinnati. But 
a half-hour mental lapse 
in New York could mean 
the end of Djokovic’s quest 
to win what has, essen¬ 
tially, shaped up as the 
tiebreaker major for 2012. 
Second-seeded Djokovic 
won the Australian Open. 
Rafael Nadal won the 
French Open. Top-seeded 
Federer won Wimbledon. 
Just for good measure, 
third-seeded Andy Murray 
won the Olympics, mean¬ 
ing the U.S. Open could 
essentially determine the 
player of the year in men’s 


tennis. Some combination 
of Nadal — absent this year 
because of a knee injury — 
and the other three have 
occupied every spot in 
the finals of the past eight 
Grand Slam tournaments. 
Who has the most to gain 
over this fort night? John 
McEnroe thinks it’s Murray, 
who has the Olympic gold, 
but is still in search of his first 
Grand Slam title.“The way 
it pans out, it's conceivable 
that Murray could make an 
argument were he to win 
this ... that you could say 
he’s the best player in the 
world this year,” McEnroe 
said. “To me, that’s an un¬ 
believable upside.” Murray 
opens Monday in Arthur 
Ashe Stadium against Alex 
Bogomolov Jr., of Russia. 
Federer, back at the top 
of the rankings after 25 1/2 
months during which Nad¬ 
al and Djokovic took the 
spot from him, has a night 
match Monday against 
American Donald Young, 
who is 3-21 this season. 
Federer says there’s a dif¬ 
ference between how he 
feels now and last year, 
when he had two match 
points in the semifinals 
against Djokovic, but lost 
both and closed out his first 
full season since 2002 with¬ 
out a Grand Slam title. 

“I think I felt good last year, 
but probably felt that may¬ 
be, at times, the matches 
were not always on my 
racket,” he said. “Whereas 
maybe this time around, I 
feel like if I’m playing well, 

I can dictate who's going 
to win or lose.” Though the 
women’s game has been 
more in flux than the men’s 
of late — seven different 
winners over the past seven 
Grand Slams — the math 
is essentially the same in 
2012: Three of the top four 
women — No. 1 Victoria 
Azarenka (Australia), No. 3 
Maria Sharapova (France) 
and No. 4 Williams (Wim¬ 
bledon) — have major titles 
this year and all need this 
one to break the tie. 


Where things differ is in 
the way Williams has been 
playing of late. She lost a 
total of 17 games over six 
matches in the Olympics, 
punctuating it with a 6-0, 
6-1 victory over Sharapova 
in the final — the kind of 
drubbing that would have 
to come to mind if the two 
should meet in the U.S. 
Open final on Sept. 8. 
Sharapova had two hard- 
court tune-up tournaments 
on her schedule, but pulled 
out of both with a stomach 
virus.□ 



In this Aug. 16, 2012, file photo, Serena Williams returns a shot to 
Urszula Radwanska, of Poland, during a match at the Western & 
Southern Open tennis tournament in Mason, Ohio. Call it mental 
gymnastics, a creative way of looking at things or whatever else 
might apply. 

Associated Press 
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DISPORTS 


15-year-old Lydia 
Ko wins in Canada 


COQUITLAM, British Colum¬ 
bia (AP) — Lydia Ko won 
the Canadian Women’s 
Open on Sunday to be¬ 
come the youngest win¬ 
ner in LPGA Tour history 
and only the fifth amateur 
champion. 

The 15-year-old South Ko¬ 
rean-born New Zealander 
closed with a 5-under 67 
for a three-stroke victory. 
She broke the age record 
of 16 set by Lexi Thompson 
last September in the Navi¬ 
star LPGA Classic in Ala¬ 
bama, and is the first ama¬ 
teur winner since JoAnne 
Corner in the 1969 Bur- 
dine’s Invitational. In Janu¬ 
ary, Ko won the New South 
Wales Open in Australia at 



Lydia Ko, of New Zealand 
kisses the trophy after 
winning the LPGA Tour’s 
Canadian Women’s 
Open golf tournament, 
Sunday, Aug. 26, 2012, 
at the Vancouver Golf 
Club in Coquitlam, British 
Columbia. 

Associated Press 


14 to become the youngest player to win a professional 
tour event, a mark broken by 14-year-old Brooke Hender¬ 
son in June in a Canadian Women’s Tour event in Que¬ 
bec. Ko also won the U.S. Women's Amateur two weeks 
ago in Cleveland. 

Ko finished at 13-under 275 at The Vancouver Golf Club, 
pulling away with birdies on five of the first six holes on the 
back nine. She opened with consecutive 68s and shot a 72 
on Saturday to take a one-stroke lead into the final round. 
Inbee Park shot a 69 to finish second. U.S. Women's Open 
champion Na Yeon Choi, Chella Choi and Jiyai Shin tied 
for third at 8 under. Na Yeon Shoi had a 73, and Chella 
Choi and Shin shot 71 ,Q 


Gilbert wins 9th Vuelta 
stage; Rodriguez leads 


BARCELONA, Spain (AP) — 

Belgian cyclist Philippe Gil¬ 
bert won the ninth stage of 
the Spanish Vuelta on Sun¬ 
day just in front of Joaquin 
Rodriguez of Spain, who 
extended his overall lead 
over Christopher Froome 
and Alberto Contador 
ahead of a decisive time 
trial in three days’ time. 
Racing up Barcelona's 
Montjuic Olympic park, the 
two riders broke away from 
the peloton in the final ki¬ 
lometers before the BMC 
Racing cyclist surged past 
Rodriguez just before the 
finish line to win the 122- 
mile leg in 4 hours, 45 min¬ 
utes, 28 seconds. 

Paolo Tiralongo of Italy 
was seven seconds slower 
in third, with Tomasz Mar- 
czynski of Poland leading 
a group of four riders — 
including Alejandro Val- 
verde — who finished nine 
seconds behind Gilbert. 

“It’s already been one year 
since I won the last time, it’s 
very long so I’m very hap¬ 
py,” Gilbert said. “I knew 
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As a colleague in our Editorial Department you will be responsible for the layout of 
our daily publications. 
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Ability to work with Adobe InDesign, Photoshop, Adobe Acrobat, Adobe 
Creative Suite 4 Master Collection 

Be thorough, accurate to contribute to a successful production of the paper 
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Be creative, have initiative and good judgment 
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Candidates whom meet the above profile and are interested in joining the dynamic and 
innovative team at Caribbean Speed Printers N.V. can submit their cover letter and 
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Spain La Vuelta Cyclist BCM Racing Team’s Philippe 
Gilbert, from Belgium, left, shakes hands with Katusha 
Team’s Joaquin Rodriguez of Spain, right, after winning 
the 9th stage, 121.975 miles, between Andorra and 
Barcelona, of the Spanish Vuelta cycling race that finish 
in Barcelona, Spain, Sunday, Aug. 26, 2012. 

Associated Press 


with (Rodriguez) you can¬ 
not give him 50 meters in a 
time like this. I knew he was 
more riding for the race 
than the (stage) win and in 
the sprint I was faster than 
him so it was no problem.” 
Rodriguez was keen to add 
extra seconds to his advan¬ 
tage from a very fast stage 
that started in the moun¬ 
tains of Andorra before roll¬ 
ing through the streets of 
the Catalan capital — his 
hometown — up to the fin¬ 
ish at the site of the 1992 
Olympics. 

Rodriguez's overall time is 
34:44:55, 53 seconds bet¬ 
ter than closest challenger 
Froome. The British cyclist 
dropped a further 20 sec¬ 
onds behind in the over¬ 


all standings after finishing 
46th on Sunday. 

Contador looked ready to 
try and break away with 
five kilometers to go but 
was caught, and the two- 
time Tour de France cham¬ 
pion finished nine seconds 
behind Gilbert to sit 1 min¬ 
ute back of Rodriguez in the 
overall standings. Valverde 
trails Rodriguez by 1:07. 
Both Froome and Contador 
will view Wednesday’s time 
trial as a chance to try and 
bridge the gap to Rodri¬ 
guez, who will savor Mon¬ 
day's first rest day of the 
three-week race before a 
118-mile leg that sees the 
67th edition of the Spanish 
classic head to the western 
regions of the countryO 


Vande Velde wins 
USA Pro Challenge 

DENVER (AP) — Christian Vande Velde won the overall 
title in the USA Pro Challenge, finishing second Sunday 
behind fellow-American Taylor Phinney in the closing time 
trial. 

Vande Velde, the 36-year-old Garmin-Sharp rider, won 
the seven-stage race a year after finishing second to Levi 
Leipheimer. BMC rider Tejay van Garderen was second 
overall — 21 seconds back — after finishing third in the 
time trial. Leipheimer of Omega Pharma-Quickstep was 
ninth in the final stage and third overall — 24 seconds 
behind. 

BMC’s Phinney, who finished fourth in the time trial in the 
London Olympics, beat Vande Velde by 13 seconds, 
finishing the 9.5-mile (15.3-kilometer) downtown course in 
17 minutes, 25 seconds. □ 
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U.S. sends basketball players, 
coaches to Myanmar 


YANGON, Myanmar 
(AP) — The U.S. has ap¬ 
pointed an ambassador 
to Myanmar and helped 
bring in American busi¬ 
nessmen keen on doing 
business in the rapidly re¬ 
forming Southeast Asian 
nation. 

Now, Washington is send¬ 
ing professional basket¬ 
ball players and coach¬ 
es in a bid to boost cul¬ 
tural ties. The U.S. Embas¬ 
sy said Sunday that four 
“sports envoys” will be in 
the country this week as 
part of a U.S. State De¬ 
partment-sponsored pro¬ 
gram “to emphasize the 
importance of academ¬ 
ics, cooperation, and re¬ 
spect for diversity.” 

The group will conduct 
several sports workshops 
with local youth before 
leaving Friday. Three of 
the envoys arrived this 
weekend and the last 
one is due to fly into Yan¬ 
gon later Sunday. 

The group includes Char¬ 
lotte Bobcats basketball 
team manager Richard 
Cho, a Myanmar native 


who migrated to the Unit¬ 
ed States. Also traveling 
are Los Angeles Lakers 
assistant coach Darvin 
Ham, former Women's 
National Basketball As¬ 
sociation player Allison 
Feaster and former NBA 
player Marty Conlon. 
Buddhist-dominated 
Myanmar has a nation¬ 
al basketball team and 
courts are a common fix¬ 
ture at private and mis¬ 
sionary schools. 

But the sport's popularity 
pales in comparison to 
soccer. 

President Thein Sein's 
government has em¬ 
barked on a series of 
dramatic economic and 
political reforms since a 
long-ruling military junta 
ceded power last year, 
prompting the United 
States and other Western 
powers to lift sanctions. 
Rights groups, however, 
say corruption and hu¬ 
man rights abuses are still 
rife and bloody skirmishes 
between the army and 
rebels continues in north¬ 
ern Kachin state. □ 


U.S. women win first 
3-on-3 world basketball title 


ATHENS, Greece (AP) — The United States women’s team 
won the inaugural 3-on-3 world basketball championship 
by beating France 17-16 in Sunday’s final. 

Serbia won the men’s title by beating France 16-13 in the 
title match. 

The US men were eliminated by Serbia in the quarterfinals, 
losing 20-16. Their overall record in the 4-day tournament 
was 5-2. 

The US women went 9-0 but were pushed hard by Australia 
in the semifinals earlier Sunday, winning 19-18. 

The winning US team was made up of three current college 
players in Notre Dame senior Skylar Diggins, University of 
Connecticut junior Bria Hartley and Stanford junior Chiney 
Ogwumike, plus retired pro and former UConn standout 
Ann Strother. 

FIBA, the world basketball federation, is pushing have the 
3-on-3 format included at the 2016 Rio Olympics. Q 



Sports Envoy Pr 


U.S. ambassador 
to Myanmar Derek 
Mitchell, left, shakes 
hands with NBA Los 
Angeles Lakers’ 
assistant coach Darvin 
Ham, right, as Charlotte 
Bobcats’ team manager 
Richard Cho watches 
Ham during a press 
conference at Taw Win 
Center Shopping Mall 
in Yangon, Myanmar, 
Sunday, Aug. 26, 2012. 
Associated Press 
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With rise of gene sequencing, 
ethics come into the equation 


BMS cancels hepatitis 
C drug development 


GINA KOLATA 
© 2012 New York Times 

Dr. Arul Chinnaiyan stared 
at a printout of gene se¬ 
quences from a man with 
cancer, a subject in one 
of his studies. There, along 
with the man’s cancer 
genes, was something un¬ 
expected - genes of the 
virus that causes AIDS. 

It could have been a sign 
that the man was infected 
with HIV; the only way to 
tell was further testing. But 
Chinnaiyan, who leads the 
Center for Translational Pa¬ 
thology at the University of 
Michigan, was not able to 
suggest that to the patient, 
who had donated his cells 
on the condition that he re¬ 
main anonymous. 

In laboratories around the 
world, genetic researchers 
using tools that are ever 
more sophisticated to peer 
into the DNA of cells are 
increasingly finding things 
they were not looking for, 
including information that 
could make a big differ¬ 
ence to an anonymous do¬ 
nor. 

The question of how, when 
and whether to return ge¬ 
netic results to study sub¬ 
jects or their families “is 
one of the thorniest cur¬ 
rent challenges in clinical 
research," said Dr. Fran¬ 
cis Collins, the director of 
the National Institutes of 
Health. “We are living in an 
awkward interval where 
our ability to capture the 


information often exceeds 
our ability to know what to 
do with it." 

The federal government is 
hurrying to develop policy 
options. It has made the is¬ 
sue a priority, holding meet¬ 
ings and workshops and 
spending millions of dol¬ 
lars on research on how to 
deal with questions unique 


to this new genomics era. 
The quandaries arise from 
the conditions that medical 
research studies typically 
set out. Volunteers usually 
sign forms saying that they 
agree only to provide tis¬ 
sue samples, and that they 
will not be contacted. Only 
now have some studies 
started asking the partici¬ 
pants whether they want 


to be contacted, but that 
leads to more questions: 
What sort of information 
should they get? What if 
the person dies before the 
study is completed? 

The complications are pro¬ 
cedural as well as ethical. 
Often, the research labs 
that make the surprise dis¬ 
coveries are not certified to 


provide clinical information 
to patients. The consent 
forms the patients signed 
were approved by ethics 
boards, which would have 
to approve any changes 
to the agreements - if the 
patients could even be 
found. 


Continued on page 27 


NEW YORK (AP) — Drug- 
maker Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Co. has scrapped a poten¬ 
tial hepatitis C treatment 
after a patient participat¬ 
ing in a test of the drug 
died of heart failure. 

The New York company 
said late last week that it 
decided to discontinue 
development of the drug, 
labeled BMS-986094, in the 
interest of patient safety. 
The patient’s heart failure 
prompted Bristol-Myers to 
voluntarily suspend a mid¬ 
stage study of the drug on 
Aug 1. The U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration subse¬ 
quently placed the drug 
on a clinical hold. 

“The decision to halt devel¬ 
opment of BMS-986094 has 
been guided by our over¬ 
riding interest in protect¬ 
ing patients,” Elliott Sigal, 
Bristol-Myers’ chief scientific 
officer, said in a statement. 
Nine patients, including the 
one who died, were hospi¬ 
talized. Two remain under 
hospital care, the compa¬ 
ny said. 

Bristol-Myers said it hasn't 
definitively established 
what caused patients to 
become ill, but identified 
heart and kidney toxicity as 
a key factor. 

The company said it is work¬ 
ing with the FDA to monitor 
the patients involved in the 
study. It also said it would 
continue to investigate 
the potential cause of the 
drug’s toxicity. 


Cardiovascular problems 
can prove fatal to experi¬ 
mental drugs. The FDA has 
been focusing more on 
those risks since Merck & 
Co. took its painkiller Vioxx 
off the market several years 
ago after a study showed 
the drug doubled the risk of 
heart attack or stroke. 

Bristol Myers has been push¬ 
ing to become a player in 
the hepatitis C drug mar¬ 
ket, which is expected to 
grow as baby boomers get 
older. 

The other is a compound la¬ 
beled daclatasvir that has 
started late-stage testing, 
the last step before drug- 
makers submit a product to 
regulators for approval. 
Bristol-Myers acquired BMS- 
986094 and some other po¬ 
tential treatments as part 
of a $2.5 billion acquisition 
of drug developer Inhibitex 
Inc. it completed earlier this 
year. 

Hepatitis C is a virus that 
can lead to life-threaten¬ 
ing liver damage and is the 
main cause of liver trans¬ 
plants in the United States. 
Analysts say the market for 
treatments is potentially 
lucrative for drugmakers. 
More people are expected 
to be diagnosed with the 
tough-to-treat disease as 
the baby boomer genera¬ 
tion ages. 

After a two-decade 
drought, the first two new 
hepatitis C drugs were ap¬ 
proved last year: Victrelis 
from Merck & Co. and In- 
civek from Vertex Pharma¬ 
ceuticals Inc. and Johnson 
& Johnson. Both significant¬ 
ly improve the cure rate 
over what has long been 
the standard of care, a mix 
of injections and pills with 
nasty, flu-like side effects 
that takes several months 
and still doesn't cure many 
patients. 
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Gloria Peterson, a researcher who encountered a thorny 
disclosure issue during a study of genes that predispose 
people to pancreatic cancer, at the Mayo Clinic in Roch¬ 
ester, Minn., August 24, 2012. Much genetic research is 
predicated on study subjects being anonymous, but in¬ 
creasingly researchers are discovering things these sub¬ 
jects, or their relatives, might need or like to know. 

(Jenn Ackerman/The New York Times) 
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Web comic helps fuel 
donations to Tesla’s NY lab 


FRANK ELTMAN 
Associated Press 
SHOREHAM, New York 
(AP) — A jolt of support 
from a popular Web car¬ 
toonist has re-energized a 
decades-long effort to re¬ 
store a decrepit, 110-year- 
old laboratory once used 
by Nikola Tesla, a visionary 
scientist who was a rival of 
Thomas Edison and imag¬ 
ined a world of free elec¬ 
tricity. 

In little more than a week, 
tens of thousands of donors 
from more than 100 coun¬ 
tries have kicked in more 
than $1 million through a 
social media fundraising 
website to pay for the res¬ 
toration of Tesla's Warden- 
clyffe laboratory, located 
about 65 miles (105 kilo¬ 
meters) east of New York 
City. A small band of fol¬ 
lowers who have struggled 
to establish a science and 
research museum and 
learning center in Tesla’s 
honor are giddy with de¬ 
light about the lightning- 
quick response they have 
received. 

“Enormously, overwhelm¬ 
ingly, astounding," is how 
Jane Alcorn, president of 
the Tesla Science Center 
at Wardenclyffe and a re¬ 
tired school librarian, de¬ 
scribed her feelings about 
the project’s newfound 
fortune. The not-for-profit 
formed about 17 years ago 
had managed to secure 
a state matching grant of 
$850,000 but had amassed 
only about $50,000 for the 
project. Its goal at times 
seemed insurmountable. 
Then this summer Alcorn 
learned that Matthew In¬ 
man, a cartoonist who runs 
theoatmeal.com, posted a 
tribute to the scientist titled 
“Why Nicola Tesla is the 


Greatest Geek Who Ever 
Lived.” Supporters of the 
Long Island effort reached 
out to Inman, a 27-year-old 
who lives in Seattle, and he 
and Alcorn began speak¬ 
ing. 

Last week, he posted a 
request for donations on 
IndieGoGo, a fundraising 
website, and the response 
was nearly instantaneous. 
At 6 p.m. on Aug. 15, the 
plea went out, and before 
Alcorn went to bed that 
night, donors had given 
nearly a quarter million dol¬ 
lars. 

“I was blown away by 
that,” Alcorn said. “I kept 
refreshing the page and 
refreshing the page and 
the number kept going up. 
I went to bed after 1 that 
night, but I didn’t really get 
any sleep, to be honest.” 
Inman, who is in Japan this 
week on business, told The 
Associated Press that he 
thinks “Tesla would be very 
pleased to see this many 
people kind of worshipping 
him as this geek hero” and 
backing it up with credit 
card donations by the 
thousands to restore his lab. 
Tesla amassed hundreds of 
patents for his discoveries 
over his lifetime. Among his 
most notable accomplish¬ 
ments are his work in devel¬ 
oping alternating current 
and other research in the 
creation of wireless com¬ 
munication and radio. He 
worked for Edison in the 
1880s, but later became a 
rival. Tesla died in New York 
City in 1943. 

For about 15 years in the 
early 1900s, Tesla worked at 
the lab in Shoreham, which 
was designed by noted ar¬ 
chitect Sanford White. He 
conducted experiments 
with wireless electricity and 


erected a 187-foot (57-me¬ 
ter) tower that Alcorn said 
was to be the centerpiece 
of a worldwide communi¬ 
cations and energy system. 
But after he lost funding 
for the project, it was torn 
down in 1917. 

Inman's cartoon also ig¬ 
nited an intense online dis¬ 
cussion between support¬ 
ers of Edison and Tesla over 
whose contributions to 
science were greater, he 
said.“I realized how damn 
awesome it was that the 
whole Internet was getting 
in this raging debate about 
inventors who have been 
dead for 70 years or more," 
Inman said. 

Inman plans to attend New 
York Comic Con in Man¬ 
hattan in October and said 
he hopes to make a detour 
to the lab. 

Beginning in the 1930s, the 
Tesla site was used as a 
photo chemical processing 
plant, but that was closed 
in 1993 after it was deter¬ 
mined the area's ground- 
water had been polluted 
with cadmium and silver. 
The current owners, Bel¬ 
gian-based AGFA Corp., 
worked for years to decon¬ 
taminate the site, and reg¬ 
ulators deemed the reme¬ 
diation complete this year. 
Despite a six-foot (two- 
meter) chain-link fence 
surrounding the property, 
many of the buildings have 
been vandalized, said real 
estate agent John O'Hara, 
who is representing AGFA 
in the sale. Graffiti and bro¬ 
ken windows are a con¬ 
stant problem, and O’Hara 
said locks on gates have 
been broken numerous 
times. He confirmed the 
property has a $1.6 million 
asking price, but added 
that is negotiable.Q 



In this Thursday, Aug. 23, 2012 photo, a brick tower rises above 
the Shoreham, N.Y., building that was once the laboratory of 
physicist/inventor Nicola Tesla. 

Associated Press 
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Don’t sweat summer’s light trading on Wall Street 


Bernard Condon 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) - Someone 
call a doctor. The stock 
market just lost its pulse. 
Prices are barely moving 
day to day. Investors are 
trading far fewer shares 
than they did last summer. 
And the future looks equal¬ 
ly comatose. The Vix, a sort 
of crystal ball of stock vola¬ 
tility, recently hit a five-year 
low. 

“August is usually slow, but 
this is terrible,” says How¬ 
ard Silverblatt, senior index 
analyst at S&P Dow Jones 
Indices. “Nothing is hap¬ 
pening.” 

On Wall Street, dull is bad. 
The Standard & Poor's 500 
index has risen 12 percent 
this year. But the slow trad¬ 
ing is widely seen as evi¬ 
dence that investors lack 
conviction, a warning sign 
that the rally could peter 
out or collapse. 

The summer of 2012 may 
indeed prove the calm 
before the storm. But there 
are reasons to be skeptical, 
and enjoy the break. 

The market feels dead be¬ 
cause last summer was wild 


ride. Congress squabbled 
over whether to raise the 
debt ceiling, the U.S. was 
stripped of its AAA credit 
rating, and people feared 
another recession. 

Stocks in the S&P 500 
climbed and fell every day 


by an average 1.42 per¬ 
cent, according to Silver¬ 
blatt. That included four 
straight days on which the 
Dow Jones industrial av¬ 
erage fell 634 points, rose 
429, plunged 519 and shot 


up 423. 

This summer, stocks in the 
S&P 500 have moved up or 
down each day by an aver¬ 
age of 0.67 percent. Histori¬ 
cally, that's just about right. 
The average daily stock 
move since 1928 is 0.75 per¬ 


cent. 

Trading volume, the num¬ 
ber of shares bought and 
sold each day, is down by 
a fifth from last year — more 
evidence that relatively few 
investors are pushing up 


stocks as Main Street folks 
abandon the market. 

But Matthew Rubin, direc¬ 
tor of investment strategy 
at Neuberger Berman, a 
financial management 
company, says ordinary 
investors may have little to 
do with the recent fall in 
volume. 

He says high-frequency 
traders, who use com¬ 
puters to profit from split- 
second gaps in prices as 
stocks gyrate, have been 
trading less because pric¬ 
es aren’t jumping around 
as much. 

Though they're relative 
newcomers to stock trad¬ 
ing, HFTs are behind seven 
of every 10 trades, so a 
small pullback can have a 
big impact on volume. “A 
drop in volume shouldn’t 
make you as nervous as 
one did 10 years ago,” Ru¬ 
bin says. 

The fall in the Vix, popular¬ 
ly known as the fear index, 
could mean investors are 
complacent. If you be¬ 
lieve trading lore, stocks 
could soon fall. As the Wall 
Street saying goes, “When 
the Vix is low, it's time to 


go” — as in sell. 

But the Vix tends to drop 
most summers as hedge 
fund traders and profes¬ 
sional money managers re¬ 
treat to their second homes 
in the Hamptons. The ex¬ 
ception was last year. 

The Vix hit a high of 48 in 
August 2011, nearly double 
the highs in July and June, 
according to FactSet, a fi¬ 
nancial data provider. That 
high was also 2.5 times the 
high this month. 

There’s still plenty to worry 
about. After the stock mar¬ 
ket had one of its quietest 
days of the year Monday, 
David Rosenberg, chief 
economist at money man¬ 
ager Gluskin Sheff, sent 
a report to investors not¬ 
ing companies are barely 
growing earnings and too 
few stocks are rising above 
their 200-day average 
price, a sign the rally may 
not have enough breadth 
to sustain itself. 

“This has been one of the 
more boring months,” says 
Ryan Detrick, senior tech¬ 
nical strategist at Schaef¬ 
fer’s Investment Research 
in Cincinnati. □ 



A view of the sunset from the East Hampton Point Restaurant at 
Three Mile Harbor in East Hampton, N.Y., August 24, 2012. Wall 
Street’s ‘fear index’ tends to drop and trading slows most summers 
as hedge fund traders and professional money managers retreat 
to their second homes in the Hamptons. 

(Gordon M. Grant/The New York Times) 
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Most laid-off US workers take pay cuts in new jobs 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

U.S. economic recovery 
hasn’t felt much like one 
even for people who man¬ 
aged to find new jobs after 
being laid off. Most of them 
have had to settle for less 
pay. 

Only 56 percent of Ameri¬ 
cans laid off from January 
2009 through December 
2011 had found jobs by the 
start of this year, the Labor 
Department said Friday. 
More than half of them 
took jobs with lower pay. 
One-third took pay cuts of 
20 percent or more. 

The figures would be even 
lower if people who could 
find only part-time jobs 
were included in the total. 
The report provides an illus¬ 
tration of the job market’s 
persistent weakness well af¬ 
ter the Great Recession of¬ 
ficially ended in June 2009. 
It also documents that 
while the economy has 
added nearly 3 million jobs 
since the recovery began, 
many pay less than those 
that were lost. 

And it points to the chal¬ 
lenge for President Barack 
Obama, who’s seeking re- 
election with unemploy¬ 
ment at 8.3 percent. No 


president since World War II 
has faced re-election with 
unemployment above 8 
percent. It was 7.8 percent 
when Gerald Ford lost to 
Jimmy Carter in 1976. 


Laid-off workers always 
have a harder time finding 
new jobs than do people 
who quit. But since the gov¬ 
ernment began tracking 
such data in 1984, people 
who lost jobs in a recovery 
haven’t had it as hard as 
they did in the one that be¬ 
gan three years ago. 

And the pay cuts in their 
new jobs usually aren’t so 


deep. 

For example, in 2003-2005, 
a period that included a 
slow recovery, nearly 70 
percent of those who were 
laid off found jobs. More 


than half who found full¬ 
time work in that time did 
so at equal or higher pay. 
The government compiles 
data on laid-off workers 
every two years. The report 
covers only people who 
had worked at least three 
years in the same job be¬ 
fore being laid off. In doing 
so, it focuses on those who 
had stable careers before 



Job seekers wait in a line at a job fair in Southfield, Mich. Only 
56 percent of Americans laid off from January 2009 through 
December 2011 had found jobs by the start of this year, the Labor 
Department said Friday. More than half of them took jobs with 
lower pay. One-third took pay cuts of 20 percent or more. 

(AP Photo/Paul Sancya) 


Apple’s $1B patent verdict 
may corner the US market 


PAUL ELIAS 

Associated Press 

SAN JOSE, California (AP) 

— It was the $1 billion ques¬ 
tion: What does Apple 
Inc.’s victory in an epic pat¬ 
ent dispute over its fierc¬ 
est rival mean for the U.S. 
smartphone industry? 
Analysts from Wall Street 
to Hong Kong debated 
Saturday whether a jury's 
decision that Samsung 


Electronics Co. ripped off 
Apple technology would 
help Apple corner the U.S. 
smartphone market over 
Android rivals, or amount 
to one more step in a pro¬ 
tracted legal battle over 
smartphone technology. 
Many analysts said the de¬ 
cision could spell danger 
for competitors who, like 
Samsung, use Google Inc.’s 
Android operating system 


to power their cellphones. 

“I am sure this is going to 
put a damper on Android’s 
growth,” New York-based 
Isi Group analyst Brian Mar¬ 
shall said, “It hurts the fran¬ 
chise.” 

The Silicon Valley jury found 
that some of Samsung's 
products illegally copied 
features and designs exclu¬ 
sive to Apple's iPhone and 
iPad. □ 


they lost work. 

They are people like An¬ 
drew McMenemy, who 
used to make $80,000 a 
year as a computer systems 
administrator at a software 
firm. He was among the 80 
percent of the firm laid off 
in March 2010. 

Now, he makes $9.15 an 
hour, providing tech sup¬ 
port for Apple. The job of¬ 
fers no benefits. He works 
from home in East Strouds¬ 
burg, Pennsylvania, where 
he lives with his father. 

“I’m going to be 53; I have 
to live at home with my fa¬ 
ther,” McMenemy said. “I 
made more when I worked 
in high school.” 

About 6.1 million people 
with at least three years on 
the job were laid off in the 


three years ending in 2011, 
the government's report 
said. That's down from 6.9 
million in the previous re¬ 
port, which covered the 
2007-2009 period. But it’s 
still the second-highest to¬ 
tal since 1984. 

Though the proportion of 
laid-off workers finding 
jobs has improved since 
the 2007-2009 period, “by 
no means are they back 
to a normal level for a re¬ 
covery," said Henry Farber, 
an economics professor at 
Princeton University. 
Compared with most oth¬ 
er recoveries, “this is really 
bad,” said Dean Baker, an 
economist and co-director 
of the Center for Economic 
Policy Research, a liberal 
think tank.Q 
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Difficulty Level ★ 8/27 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 St. _ of Arc 
5 Hidden supply 
10 Speech 
impediment 

14 Killer whale 

15 Household task 

16 Des Moines, _ 

17 Actress Winslet 

18 Decorative 

20 Inventor _ 
Whitney 

21 Leg joint 

22 Signifies 

23 Express, as an 
opinion 

25 That woman 

26 “Pin-up girl” 
Betty _ 

28 _ City, NV 

31 Numerical 
comparison 

32 Wacko 

34 Distiller’s tub 

36 Actress Falco 

37 Train station 

38 Mr. Strauss 

39 Be victorious 

40 Mongrels 

41 _over; 
studied intently 

42 Mean fairy tale 
woman 

44 In a just way 

45 Furniture wood 

46 Reed or Fargo 

47 Sum 

50 Certain 

51 Actor _ Cruise 
54 Modest 

57 Kelly _ of 
morning TV 

58 Alternative to 
suspenders 

59 Because 

60 _ instant; 
suddenly 

61 Invites 

62 Borders 

63 Flirt with 

DOWN 

1 Prank 

2 Spoken 

3 Switching on 

4 Scottish refusal 

5 Candle holder 
on a wall 
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6 Age for some 
toddlers 

7 Top rating 

8 Mexican Mme. 

9 Skirt’s edge 

10 Ocean 
cruise ships 

11 Smidgen 

12 Waterbird 

13 Companions 
19 _ board; nail 

file 

21 British weight 
unit, for short 

24 Off-Broadway 
award 

25 Ax handle 

26 Got larger 

27 News source 

28 Pigeon sounds 

29 Touting too 
highly 

30 Belly button 

32 Acquires 

33 _for; choose 

35 Neat 

37 Twilight 

38 Cut of pork 

40 Lunch & dinner 


41 Window glass 

43 Cooks meat in 
the oven 

44 Signs someone 
else’s name 

46 Stupid person 

47 Large brass 
instrument 

48 Singles 


49 Discussion 

50 Warble 

52 Gemstone 

53 Hair on a 
horse’s neck 

55 _ up; spend 

56 Prefix for night 
and wife 

57 _ de Janeiro 













































































































































































































































































































































































































Continued from page 22 


Sometimes the findings in¬ 
dicate that unexpected 
treatments might help. In 
a newly published federal 
study of 224 gene sequenc¬ 
es of colon cancers, for ex¬ 
ample, researchers found 
genetic changes in 5 per¬ 
cent that were the same as 
changes in breast cancer 
patients whose prognosis is 
drastically improved with a 
drug, Herceptin. About 15 
percent had a particular 
gene mutation that is com¬ 
mon in melanoma. Once 
again, there is a drug, ap¬ 
proved for melanoma, that 
might help. But under the 
rules of the study, none of 
the research subjects could 
ever know. 

Other times the findings in¬ 
dicate that the study sub¬ 
jects or their relatives who 
might have the same genes 
are at risk for diseases they 
had not considered. For ex¬ 
ample, researchers at the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
Minn., found genes predis¬ 
posing patients to mela¬ 
noma in cells of people in 
a pancreatic cancer study 
- but most of those pa¬ 
tients had died, and their 
consent forms did not say 
anything about contacting 
relatives. 

One of the first cases came 
a decade ago, just as the 
new age of genetics was 
beginning. A young wom¬ 
an with a strong family his¬ 
tory of breast and ovarian 
cancer enrolled in a study 
trying to find cancer genes 
that, when mutated, great¬ 
ly increase the risk of breast 
cancer. But the woman, 
terrified by her family his¬ 
tory, also intended to have 
her breasts removed pro- 
phylactically. 

Her consent form said she 
would not be contacted 
by the researchers. Con¬ 
sent forms are typically 
written this way because 
the purpose of such studies 
is not to provide medical 
care but to gain new in¬ 
sights. The researchers are 
not the patients’ doctors. 
But in this case, the re¬ 
searchers happened to 
know about the woman’s 
plan, and they also knew 
that their study indicated 
that she did not have her 
family’s breast cancer 
gene. They were horrified. 
“We couldn't sit back and 
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Dr. Robert Green, of Harvard, who sees practical as well 
as ethical issues in trying to warn anonymous study sub¬ 
jects of disease risks, at the New Research Building at Har¬ 
vard Medical School, in Boston, August 24, 2012. Much 
genetic research is predicated on study subjects being 
anonymous, but increasingly researchers are discovering 
things these subjects, or their relatives, might need or like 
to know. 

(Gretchen Ertl/The New York Times) 


let this woman have her 
healthy breasts cut off,” 
said Barbara B. Biesecker, 
fhe director of the genetic 
counseling program at the 
National Human Genome 
Research Institute, part of 
the National Institutes of 
Health. After consulting 
the university’s lawyer and 
ethics committee, the re¬ 
searchers decided they 
had to breach the con¬ 
sent stipulations and offer 
fhe results to the young 


woman and anyone else 
in her family who wanted 
to know if they were likely 
to have the gene mutation 
discovered in the study. 
The entire family - about 
a dozen people - wanted 
to know. One by one, they 
went into a room to be told 
their result. 

“It was a heavy and intense 
experience,” Biesecker re¬ 
called. 

Around the same time. Dr. 
Gail Jarvik, now a professor 
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of medicine and genome 
science at the University of 
Washington, had a similar 
experience. She was an 
investigator in a study of 
genes unrelated to breast 
cancer when the study 
researchers noticed that 
members of one family 
had a breasf cancer gene. 
Buf because the consent 
form, which was not from 
the University of Washing¬ 
ton, said no results would 
be returned, the investiga¬ 
tors never told them, argu¬ 
ing that their hands were 
tied. The researchers said 
an ethics board - not they 
- made the rules. □ 
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FOR RENT 

Time Shares for rent Divi Aruba 
Phoenix 1 br wks 36 9/8 to 9/15 
$700 king bed, queen sofa buy 
$3600 or floating wk any Divi 
property 3/17 to 12/22 $3500 
E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

GOLD Season 



OS $10,000 OV $8900 
Oceanfront $17,000 
3BEDRM OV $17,000 


Platinum Season 


OV $18,750 OS $19,750 
3 BEDRM $29,000 
PlatPlus Holiday 51 OV $42,000 
PlatPlus NY 52 OV-$51,000 


Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

Gold season 2B OV $10,000 
Oceanfront 2B $17,000 
IB Oceanfront $9,500 
Platinum 2B OV $20,000 
Oceanfront PLAT $29,000 
Platinum 1 BOV $12,500 
La Cabana Beach & Racquet Club 

Timeshares 

ALL summer & fall weeks starting at 
$3200 

Studio, IBdrm & 2Bdrm available. 

DIVI Aruba Phoenix 

Weeks 6, 7, 8, 9 - IB & 2B 

Costa Linda, Playa Linda, Divi Resorts 

inventory 

We also RENT Aruba weeks for owners. 
Contact us to BUY, SELL or RENT any 
timeshare property. 
www.conciergerealty.com 

Concierge Realty 
Michelle Donato 
michelledonato@cfl.rr.com 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 


888-888-2204 X-101 


321-206-6293 Local Florida 


If you have 
interest in 
selling or 
Buying ANY 
timeshare 
contact us! 

Michelle Donato 
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Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 
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Hospital 
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Ambulance 
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Police 
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San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 
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Police 
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Noord 
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San Nicolas 
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582- 4000 
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Taxi 
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Service Aruba 
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582-5151 

582- 2116 

587- 5900 

588- 0035 
587-2300 

583- 3232 


CRUISE SHIP 



August 29 Freewinds 


Aruba Airport Tel:524-2424 

American Airlines Tel: 582-2700 
Avianca Tel: 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles Tel: 588-1900 

InselAir Tel: 588-9314 

Jet Blue Tel: 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines Tel: 582-7117 

Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 
Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272 

Venezolana Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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Armstrong’s small step a giant leap for humanity 



This July 20, 1969 file photo provided by NASA shows Neil 
Armstrong. The family of Neil Armstrong, the first man to walk on 
the moon, says he died Saturday, Aug. 25, 2012, at age 82. A 
statement from the family says he died following complications 
resulting from cardiovascular procedures. It doesn’t say where 
he died. Armstrong commanded the Apollo 11 spacecraft that 
landed on the moon July 20, 1969. He radioed back to Earth 
the historic news of “one giant leap for mankind.” Armstrong 
and fellow astronaut Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin spent nearly three 
hours walking on the moon, collecting samples, conducting 
experiments and taking photographs. In all, 12 Americans 
walked on the moon from 1969 to 1972. 

Associated Press 


million miles away 
We saw it. We were part of 
it. He took that “giant leap 
for mankind” for us. 
Although more than half 
of the world’s population 
wasn’t alive then, it was an 
event that changed and 
expanded the globe. 

“It’s a human achieve¬ 
ment that will be remem¬ 
bered forever,” said John 
Logsdon, professor emeri¬ 
tus of space policy at 
George Washington Uni¬ 
versity. Those first steps 
were beamed to nearly 
every country around the 
world, thanks to a recently 
launched satellite. It was 
truly the first global mass 
media event, Logsdon said. 
An estimated 600 million 
people — 1 out of every 5 
on the planet — watched. 
The two historical events 
likely to be long remem¬ 
bered from the 20th Cen¬ 
tury are the moon landing 
and the first atomic bomb, 
said Smithsonian Institution 
space curator Roger Lau- 
nius. 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

When man first harnessed 
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fire, no one recorded it. 
When the Wright Broth¬ 
ers showed man could fly, 
only a handful of people 
witnessed it. But when Neil 
Armstrong took that first 
small step on the moon in 
July 1969, an entire globe 
watched in grainy black- 
and-white from a quarter 


“There is no way to over¬ 
estimate that significance 
in human history and he is 
forever linked to that,” Lau- 
nius said of Armstrong, who 
died Saturday at age 82. 
Just as the voyage of Chris¬ 
topher Columbus split his¬ 
toric eras 500 years ago, 
so will Neil Armstrong and 
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Apollo 11, said Rice Uni¬ 
versity historian Douglas 
Brinkley, a specialist in 20th 
Century history. 

“We may be living in the 
age of Armstrong,” said 
Brinkley, who conducted 
oral histories for NASA, in¬ 
cluding sessions with Arm¬ 
strong. The late science fic¬ 
tion author Arthur C. Clarke 
wrote that the Apollo 11 
moon landing was “one of 
the great divides in human 
history; we are sundered 
from it forever by the mo¬ 
ment when Neil Armstrong 
and Buzz Aldrin stepped 
out on to the Sea of Tran¬ 
quility. Now history and fic¬ 
tion have become inexora¬ 
bly intertwined.” 

Since that day, there’s 
been a common phrase: 
“If we can send a man to 
the moon, why can’t we ... 
?" with the blank filled with 
a task that seems far less 
difficult. Armstrong’s small 
step was that leap in con¬ 
fidence telling the world 
“if we can do this, we can 
do anything,” said Howard 
McCurdy, a professor of 
space and public policy 
at American University and 
author of the book “Space 
and the American Imagi¬ 
nation.” 

“He took something that 20 
years earlier was pure fan¬ 
tasy and turned it into real¬ 
ity and if we could do that 
for space we could do it for 
anything,” McCurdy said 
Saturday. 

The Apollo 11 moon land¬ 
ing was the finish line in a 
decade-long space race 
started by the Soviet Union. 
And so the first steps on 
the moon coming from 
an American had many 
meanings. 

Getting there first showed 
Americantechnological su¬ 
periority, but Armstrong 
mentioned mankind — not 
Americans — demonstrat¬ 
ing that this was a moment 


for the people of Earth, 
McCurdy said. 

Armstrong and Aldrin left a 
plaque on the moon that 
read: “Here men from the 
planet Earth first set foot 
upon the moon. July 1969 
A.D. We came in peace 
for all mankind.” 

For all mankind. And that’s 
how the world took it. 

“The success for America 
(is a) success for every liv¬ 
ing man” reported the 
Swahili-language newspa¬ 
per Nguromo of Dar. 

And if that wasn’t enough, 
Armstrong and Aldrin also 
left a patch to commem¬ 
orate NASA astronauts 
and Soviet cosmonauts 
who had died in pursuit of 
space. 

“It was special and memo¬ 
rable but it was only instan¬ 
taneous because there 
was work to do,” Arm¬ 
strong told an Australian 
television interviewer this 
year. 

The Cold War may have 
slightly muted the signifi¬ 
cance of the event at the 
time, but over the years the 
importance of the moon 
landing has only grown, 
Logsdon said. 

It’s permeated into cul¬ 
ture. The moon landing is in 
movies, television, books, 
songs and it was even Mi¬ 
chael Jackson’s signature 
dance step. 

That’s probably because 
in some ways that moon- 
walk touched something 
that has been hard-wired 
into humanity: the need to 
explore. For 25,000 years, 
humans have been mi¬ 
grating and pushing into 
new places. Armstrong 
took it to new heights. 

John Glenn, the first Ameri¬ 
can to orbit the Earth, not¬ 
ed it was “the first time any 
human being set foot on 
a place other than Earth, 
and that’s a pretty big 
step.’O 
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Anti-Obama documentary overshadows weak newcomers 


DAVID GERMAIN 
AP Movie Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Hol¬ 
lywood may have run out 
of summer hits, but an an¬ 
ti-Obama documentary is 
helping to fill the gap. 
Holdover movies easily 
topped the weekend box 
office again, led by Sylves¬ 
ter Stallone’s “The Expend¬ 
ables 2” at No. 1 for the 
second-straight weekend 


with $13.5 million. 

The weekend’s new wide 
releases were overshad¬ 
owed by “2016: Obama’s 
America," which expand¬ 
ed from limited to nation¬ 
wide release and took in 
$6.2 million to finish at No. 8. 
The documentary is a con¬ 
servative critique envision¬ 
ing what the country would 
look like four years from now 
if President Barack Obama 


Snooki of ‘Jersey Shore’ 
delivers baby boy 



Nicole “Snooki" Polizzi attends a press event to announce 
her new venture. Team Snooki Boxing and the upcoming 
boxing matches featuring Ireland’s Hyland brothers, in 
New York, in this Jan. 12, 2012 file photo. 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — “Jersey Shore” star Nicole “Snooki” Po¬ 
lizzi early Sunday gave birth to her first child, a boy. 

The reality TV star and her fiance, Jionni LaValle, wel¬ 
comed Lorenzo Dominic LaValle into the world at just be¬ 
fore 3 a.m. Sunday at Saint Barnabas Medical Center in 
Livingston, New Jersey, MTV said. 

“The world just got another Guido!!!” a Polizzi rep told MTV. 
“Nicole, Jionni & Enzo are doing great!” 

MTV congratulated Polizzi and her fiance and looked 
toward the newborn’s possible appearance on “Jersey 
Shore,” a show about hard-partying Italian-American 
friends. 

“We couldn’t be happier for Nicole and Jionni on the 
healthy delivery of their baby boy!” MTV said in a state¬ 
ment. “We look forward to Lorenzo's first trip to the Jersey 
Shore and can’t wait to see his first animal print onesie." 
MTV has said it's bringing “Jersey Shore” back for a sixth 
season, with the 24-year-old Snooki as part of the action. 
But it has declined to offer specifics on how big a part 
Snooki will play in the show.Q 



This undated image provided by Rocky Mountain Pictures, shows an undated film clip 
from “2016: Obama's America”. Hollywood may have run out of summer hits, but an 
anti-Obama documentary is helping fill the gap. “ 

Associated Press 


is re-elected. 

Released by Rocky Moun¬ 
tain Pictures, “Obama's 
America" nearly matched 
the $6.3 million debut of 
the No. 7 movie, Joseph 
Gordon-Levitt’s action tale 
“Premium Rush,” a Sony re¬ 
lease that played in more 
than twice as many the¬ 
aters as the Obama docu¬ 
mentary. 

The weekend’s other new 
wide releases opened 
weakly. Dax Shepard and 
Kristen Bell's road-chase 
comedy “Hit & Run,” re¬ 
leased by Open Road Films, 
debuted at No. 10 with $4.7 
million, and the Warner 
Bros, fright flick “The Appari¬ 
tion” opened at No. 12 with 
$3 million. 

The weak openings are typ¬ 
ical of late August, a dump¬ 
ing ground for movies with¬ 
out much audience ap¬ 
peal as the summer block¬ 
buster season winds down 
and young viewers switch 
to back-to-school mode. 
But with less competition 
from Hollywood releases, 
it also opens the door for 
surprise successes such as 
“Obama's America.” 

“It's extremely rare for a 
documentary to break into 
the top-10, but August can 
be a land of opportunity 
for smaller films," said Paul 
Dergarabedian, box-office 
analyst for Hollywood.com. 
“Also, there’s the fact that 
this is a very conservative 
film. Normally, it’s Michael 
Moore-branded documen¬ 


taries, the liberal docu¬ 
mentaries that make all the 
money." 

“Obama's America" 

opened in a handful of the¬ 
aters in mid-July and did 
strong business as it gradu¬ 
ally widened to more cities. 
It jumped into the top-10 
this weekend as it expand¬ 
ed into 1,091 theaters, lead¬ 
ing all other wide releases 
with an average of $5,717 
a cinema. 

That’s a solid average, es¬ 
pecially for a political docu¬ 
mentary. But it pales next to 
the king of political docu¬ 
mentaries, Moore’s George 
W. Bush assault “Fahrenheit 
9/11,” which opened at No. 
1 with $23.9 million in June 
2004, averaging $27,558 in 
868 theaters. “Fahrenheit 
9/11” went on to become 
the top-grossing documen¬ 
tary ever with $119.1 million 
domestically. 

“Obama's America” is 
based on the book “The 
Roots of Obama’s Rage,” 
written by Dinesh D’Souza, 
who co-directed the movie 
with John Sullivan. 

The documentary now has 
climbed to a $9.1 million 
domestic total, with pros¬ 
pects for strong business as 
the Republican National 
Convention unfolds over 
the next few days. 

D’Souza said Sunday that 
“Obama’s America” will 
expand to more cities in 
the coming weeks and 
probably remain in theaters 
until early October, likely 


followed by a DVD release 
in the homestretch leading 
up to the Nov. 6 election. 
Conservatives probably 
account for most of the 
documentary’s audience 
so far, D’Souza said. But 
as with “Fahrenheit 9/11," 
which drew many conser¬ 
vatives out of curiosity, the 
attention “Obama’s Amer¬ 
ica" now is receiving could 
prompt left-leaning viewers 
to check it out, he said. 
“What's happening is that 
people are really hungry 
for new information about 
Obama. There really is this 
sense that he remains an 
elusive figure,” D’Souza 
said. “Then there’s a sec¬ 
ond sense that the Ameri¬ 
can dream is in the bal¬ 
ance, the American dream 
is at stake, and that gives 
people a sense of anxiety 
about where the country is 
going." 

Released by Lionsgate, 
“The Expendables 2” raised 
its domestic total to $52.3 
million after two weekends. 
In limited release, IFC Films’ 
“Sleepwalk with Me” had 
a huge debut with $77,400 
in a single New York City 
theater. Produced and co¬ 
written by Ira Glass of Na¬ 
tional Public Radio's “This 
American Life,” ’’Sleepwalk 
with Me" stars writer-direc¬ 
tor Mike Birbiglia in a semi- 
autobiographical story of a 
stand-up comic struggling 
with career and romance, 
along with bad bouts of 
sleepwalkingO 
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In this Nov. 20, 2009 file photo, Canadian jazz pianist and 
singer Diana Krall performs in Universal Hall in Macedonia’s 
capital Skopje. 

Associated Press 

Krall plays ‘Fly Me to 
the Moon’ for Armstrong 

LYNN ELBER 

AP Entertainment Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Diana Krall knows how to pay tribute 
to Neil Armstrong. 

The jazz singer-pianist tenderly played the standard 
“Fly Me to the Moon” during a Saturday concert at the 
Hollywood Bowl. 

She once was lucky enough to share a glass of wine with 
the first man to walk on the moon, Krall said. The astronaut 
died Saturday at 82. 

“He’s probably thinking, ‘Do I have to listen to that song 
again?’” Krall said lightly, after gazing up at the night sky 
from the stage of the outdoor amphitheater. 

The musician, who sent her love out to Armstrong’s family, 
also had a message for her husband, Elvis Costello. 

She performed the classic tune “I’ve Grown Accustomed 
to Her Face,” changing the lyric to “his face,” then said 
she sang it with Costello in mind on his birthday. The rock 
musician turned 58 on Saturday. 

“Happy birthday, EC,” Krall said later as she closed the 
concert with the Los Angeles Philharmonic, conducted by 
jazz man Alan Broadbent.Q 


On TV, a quiet exit for 
first man on the moon 


By DAVID BAUDER 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — By the 

yardstick of history, Neil 
Armstrong was among the 
most accomplished men 
ever to walk on the planet 
that he looked upon from 
afar one magical week in 
July 1969. 

Television news didn’t seem 
to fully recognize the im¬ 
portance of the first human 
to walk on the moon on the 
weekend he died. 

In the hours after Arm¬ 
strong's death was an¬ 
nounced, news networks 
were airing canned pro¬ 
gramming — jailhouse 
documentaries, a re¬ 
run interview with Rielle 
Hunter, Mike Huckabee’s 
weekend show. Menacing 
satellite pictures of Tropi¬ 
cal Storm Isaac had much 
more air time than Arm¬ 
strong's dusty hops on the 
lunar surface. Talk of the 
upcoming GOP national 
convention sucked up the 
air. 

A trio of factors played in to 
the lack of attention. 

First, Armstrong died in 
Cincinnati on a Saturday. 
Not just any Saturday, 
when news organization- 
shave a skeletal staff, but 
a late August weekend. 



In this May 12 ,2012 file photo, former astronaut Neil 
Armstrong testifies before the Senate Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation hearing on 
NASA’s proposed budget and the future of the manned 
space flight program on Capitol Hill in Washington. 
Associated Press 


Half the country is at the 
beach. It's not a stretch to 
think inexperience on duty 
might have played a role 
in NBC News’ embarrassing 
gaffe: a website headline 
that read: “Astronaut Neil 
Young, first man to walk on 
the moon, dies at age 82.” 
(NBC called it a staffer error 
and said the mistake was 
taken down after seven 
minutes.) 

His death came as some¬ 
what of a surprise, too. Ev¬ 
eryone dies, of course, and 
most news organizations 
have prepared material on 


hand to mark the passing 
of famous people. In many 
cases, though, there is ad¬ 
vance word that someone 
is very ill, giving the media 
a chance to prepare and 
plan.Q 


2 Pussy Riot members flee Russia to escape arrest 


MOSCOW (AP) — Two 

members of the punk band 
Pussy Riot have fled Russia 
to avoid prosecution for 
a protest against Vladimir 
Putin that sent three of their 
band mates to prison, the 
group said Sunday. 

Five members of the 
feminist group took part in a 
provocative performance 
inside Moscow’s main 
cathedral in February to 
protest the Russian leader's 
ruleandhiscozyrelationship 
with the Orthodox Church. 
The women wore their 
trademark garishly colored 
balaclavas, which made 
it difficult for police to 
identify them, and only 
three were arrested. 
After a controversial trial 
that highlighted Putin’s 
crackdown on dissent 



In this Friday, Aug. 17, 2012 file photo, feminist punk 
group Pussy Riot members, from left, Maria Alekhina, 
Yekaterina Samutsevich, and Nadezhda Tolokonnikova 
show the court’s verdict as they sit in a glass cage at a 
courtroom in Moscow. 

Associated Press 


since he began a third 
presidential term in May, the 
three band members were 
convicted of hooliganism 


and sentenced to two years 
in prison on Aug. 17. Days 
later, Moscow police said 
they were searching for the 


other band members, an 
apparent warning to the 
group to stop its anti-Putin 
protests. Even as the judge 
was reading the verdict 
in a Moscow courtroom, 
one of the band members 
who had escaped arrest 
played Pussy Riot’s latest 
song, “Putin sets the fires 
of revolutions,” from the 
balcony of an apartment 
building across the street. 
Pussy Riot tweeted on 
Sunday that the two 
activists had fled Russia 
and are “recruiting foreign 
feminists to prepare new 
protest actions.” No 
mention was made of 
where they went. 

At least 12 other members 
of the group remain in 
Russia, another message 
on Twitter said. □ 


Recording 
Academy makes 
digital liner notes 
push 

By MESFIN FEKADU 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — As liner 
notes get scarce in the 
digital age, the Recording 
Academy wants fans to still 
be able to find out who the 
people are behind their 
favorite hit. 

So the Academy 
announced that it will 
launch the “Give Fans the 
Credit” campaign, which 
plans to give music listeners 
more information on the 
people behind the creation 
of a song, aside from the 
song's main performer. 
Academy President and 
CEO Neil Portnow said in a 
statement that music fans 
are getting less information 
on songs today because 
of digital platforms, which 
tend to only offer a song’s 
title and performer. But 
the Academy wants be 
sure fans are getting liner 
notes for albums, and that 
songwriters, non-featured 
performers, producers and 
engineers are highlighted 
for their work. □ 
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The Democrats’ Abortion Moment 



GAIL COLLINS 
© 2012 New York Times 

We had a shooting near the 
Empire State Building. An ag¬ 
grieved ex-employee of an 
apparel company killed his for¬ 
mer co-worker, and was himself 
killed by police. 

Except for the famous-land- 
mark location, it was not actu¬ 
ally a very big story. Remember 
the mass shooting at the lum¬ 
beryard in North Carolina earlier 
this year, or the one in October 
at the California cement plant? 
No? Neither does anybody else 
except the grieving families. 
Nine passers-by were also 
wounded, and it seems almost 
certain that some or all were ac¬ 
cidentally hit by the police. This 
isn’t surprising; it’s only in movies 
that people are good shots dur¬ 
ing a violent encounter. In 2008, 
Al Baker reported in The Times 
that the accuracy rate for New 
York City officers firing in the line 
of duty was 34 percent. 

And these are people trained 
for fhis kind of crisis. The moral is 
that if a lunatic starts shooting, 
you will not be made safer if 
your fellow average citizens are 
carrying concealed weapons. 
This is not the accepted wis¬ 
dom in many parts of fhe coun¬ 
try. (Certainly not in Congress, 
where safety was cited as a 
rationale for letting vacationers 
take loaded pistols into federal 
parks.) 

Shortly after the mass murder at 
the movie theater in Colorado, I 
was waiting for a plane at a tiny 
airport in North Dakota, listening 
to a group of oil rig workers dis¬ 
cuss how many lives would have 
been saved if only fhe other the¬ 
ater patrons had been armed. 
“They could have nipped it in 
the bud,” one man told another 
confidently. 

People, try to imagine what 
would have happened if, in¬ 
stead of diving for fhe floor, a 
bunch of fhose moviegoers had 
stood up and started shooting 
into the dark. 

Or ask a cop. 

We are never going to have a 
sane national policy on guns 
until the gun advocates give up 
on the fantasy that the best pro¬ 
tection against armed psycho¬ 
paths bent on random violence 
is regular people with loaded 
pistols on their belts. 

Is there anything the other side 
can concede in return? Well, 
gun control advocates have to 
be careful not to say anything 


that demeans hunting. 

Virtually every politician in 
America has already gotten 
that message. (See: Sen. Chuck 
Schumer holding dead pheas¬ 
ants.) But it’s true that some city- 
dwellers can be snotty on this 
point. 

“You don’t mess with hunting 
and fishing because thaf’s parf 
of who we are,” says Kafhy Cra¬ 
mer Walsh, a professor af the 
University of Wisconsin who spe¬ 
cializes in civic engagement. “A 
lot of times, talk about regulat¬ 
ing guns and ammunition is seen 
as the outside trying to change 
who we are.” 

I’ve been thinking about guns 
and Wisconsin lately, especially 
since Paul Ryan, a big fan of the 
arm-the-world theory of public 
safety, was picked to be a vice- 
presidential nominee. 

Wisconsin has some of fhe leasf 
restrictive gun laws in the coun¬ 
try. (The Brady Center to Prevent 
Gun Violence gives it 3 points 
out of a possible 100.) It was 
also, of course, fhe scene of a 
terrible mass shooting this month 
by Wade Michael Page at a 
Sikh temple near Milwaukee. 
Page had a high-capacity 
magazine, which allowed him 
to shoot at least 17 bullets be¬ 
fore reloading. Those magazines 
tend to be a common theme in 
all our worst mass shooting inci¬ 
dents. 

The gunman at the shopping 
center in Tucson where Rep. 
Gabrielle Giffords was shof had 
one that held more than 30 bul¬ 
lets. 

The Colorado movie theater 
shooter had a 100-bullet maga¬ 
zine. 

The magazines used to be illegal 
before Congress let the assault 
weapons ban elapse. Getting 
rid of them again would not stop 
mass shootings, but it would limit 
the number of victims. 

And you do not need a high- 
capacity magazine for hunting. 
In fact, many states outlaw 
them for hunting because they 
don’t want one person mowing 
down an entire flock or herd. 
Under federal law, you only can 
use guns with a maximum three- 
bullet capacity if you’re hunting 
migratory birds. 

Even the most completely mind¬ 
less faction in the National Rifle 
Association appears willing to 
give that a pass. 

“Hunting’s a different thing,” 
said Jeff Nass, the president of 
Wisconsin Force, an NRA affili¬ 
ate. 

“The ducks and geese can’t 
shoot back.” Mass shootings, 
Nass contended, do not occur 
because crazy people have 
access to weapons that allow 
them to hit a large number of 
people in seconds. 

“Mass shootings come into play 
because nobody’s there de¬ 
fending themselves,” he said. 
“The solution is self-defense.” 

So fhe guy driving foward fhe 
Sikh temple with the high-ca¬ 
pacity magazine on his gun was 
legal until he started shooting. 
The guy sitting in the duck blind, 
no. 

Mull that one over the week¬ 
end. □ 
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In 1971, two years before Roe 
v. Wade, fhe philosopher Judith 
Jarvis Thomson used an arrest¬ 
ing thought experiment to make 
the case for legalized abortion. 
Imagine, wrote Thomson, that 
you awoke to find yourself 
lashed fo a famous violinist. The 
violinist suffers from a lefhal kid¬ 
ney disease, and because only 
your blood type can save his life, 
his admirers have kidnapped 
you and looped your circulatory 
systems together. If you consent 
to remain thus entangled for 
nine months, he will make a full 
recovery. Disentangle yourself, 
however, and he dies. 

Thomson suggested that a 
woman facing an unintended 
pregnancy is in a similar position. 
Her body is effectively being 
held hostage, and while carry¬ 
ing the unborn life to term might 
be a heroic act, it cannot be 
required of her, any more than 
you could be required to meek¬ 
ly accept your fate as a prisoner 
of the violinist. 

Provocative as it is, there are 
obvious problems with this anal¬ 
ogy. It implies that there’s no dif¬ 
ference between declining to 
provide medical treatment and 
taking a life directly, and no dif¬ 
ference between the moral ob¬ 
ligations owed a stranger and 
the obligations owed one’s own 
child. 

The biggest difficulty, though, 
is that most women consider¬ 
ing an abortion were not kid¬ 
napped and impregnated 
against their will. They freely 
chose the act that brought the 


fetus into being, and analogizing 
their situation to a kidnap victim 
implies a peculiar, almost infan- 
tilizing attitude toward female 
moral agency. 

There is, however, one case 
where Thomson’s famous 
thought experiment has a real 
and gripping power: pregnan¬ 
cies that result from rape. Then 
the woman’s body has in a 
sense been kidnapped by her 
assailant, and the life inside her is 
the consequence of a violation 
rather than a choice. 

From a rigorous anti-abortion 
perspective, that life has the 
same inalienable rights as any 
other innocent. But even the 
most rigorous abortion foe rec¬ 
ognizes the unique agony - and 
perhaps, the political impossibil¬ 
ity - involved in asking a woman 
to bear her rapist’s child. 

It is the desire to escape from 
this dilemma, no doubt, that ex¬ 
plains the Missouri Senate candi¬ 
date Todd Akin’s instantly infa¬ 
mous claim that there’s actually 
no problem at all, because “le¬ 
gitimate” rape victims don’t get 
pregnant in the first place. 
Blending superstition, sexism and 
stupidity, his comments have 
been a boon to the Democratic 
Party not only in Missouri but na¬ 
tionally as well. In an election 
season where the Democratic 
incumbent has been transpar¬ 
ently eager to change the sub¬ 
ject from fhe economy to social 
issues. Akin handed the presi¬ 
dent and his party a great and 
unexpected gift. 

But great gifts are also great 
temptations. Having Akin front 
and center is clearly helpful to 
the Democrats. Having liberal 
politicians harping incessantly 
on the issue - accusing Mitt 
Romney (falsely) of favoring 
banning abortion in cases of 
rape, headlining abortion rights 
at the Democratic convention, 
and so on - is a riskier maneuver. 
As the Republican Party has dis¬ 
covered in the past, when voters 
want to talk about the econo¬ 
my and you can’t stop talking 
about the culture war, it’s easy 
to seem out of touch even when 


the public agrees with what 
you’re saying. 

On the abortion issue, too, Dem¬ 
ocrats have a tendency to for¬ 
get that the public doesn’t nec¬ 
essarily agree with them. Only 
22 percent of Americans would 
ban abortion in cases of rape or 
incesf, according to Gallup. But 
that’s an exceptional number 
for exceptional circumstances. 
The broader polling shows a 
country persistently divided, with 
women roughly as likely to take 
the anti-abortion view as men. 
(Indeed, the small minority that 
opposes abortion in cases of 
rape includes more women than 
men.) 

The polling also shows plenty of 
cases where public opinion cuts 
strongly against the pro-choice 
side. Large majorities support 
bans on second- and third-tri¬ 
mester abortion, on sex-selec¬ 
tive abortion and on the contro¬ 
versial “partial birth” procedure. 
These are issues where many 
Democratic politicians have 
something in common with Akin: 
They have abortion positions 
well outside the American main¬ 
stream. 

Because the press is reliably 
sympathetic to the cause of 
abortion rights, and because 
pro-choice extremism tends to 
be the province of sophisticates 
and tastemakers, this reality 
does not always get the atten¬ 
tion it deserves. But it’s crucial to 
understanding the risk that the 
Democrats are taking if they set 
out to make this election a refer¬ 
endum on abortion. 

That’s because in Barack 
Obama, they have a nominee 
who occupies the far leffward 
pole of fhe abortion debate, 
with a long and reliable record 
of voting against even modest 
regulations on the practice - 
including a vote he cast as an 
Illinois lawmaker against regula¬ 
tions intended to protect infants 
born accidentally as a result of a 
botched abortion. Obama rare¬ 
ly bothers with Bill Clinton’s “safe, 
legal and rare” formulation: He’s 
pro-choice with almost no limita¬ 
tions or exceptions. □ 
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Resort towns face 
a last picture show 



The marquee on the Strand Theater 5, whose future is in doubt over the need to upgrade to 
digital projectors, in Ocean City, N.J., Aug. 24, 2012. In an already unsparing economy, and with 
entertainment rivals multiplying with every new tablet and flat screen, movie theaters are being 
asked to invest in costly digital projectors just to stay open as studios phase-out traditional 35 
millimeter film. 

(Sam Oberter/The New York Times) 
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OCEAN CITY, N.J. - There 
are nicer and newer movie 
theaters than the Strand 5 
on the boardwalk here on 
the Jersey Shore. The sound 
is uneven and the audito¬ 
riums have not been reno¬ 
vated in decades. 

But the Strand does have 
history. It opened as a 
one-screen movie house 
in August 1938, and nearly 
75 years later the cinema, 
now a five-screen multi¬ 
plex, is still serving exiled 
beachgoers. But for how 
long? 

As a woman in a black bi¬ 
kini and white cover-up 
flip-flopped into “The Dark 
Knight Rises” one afternoon 
this month, the ticket-taker, 
Shelby Fogarty, struck a 
mournful fone, mindful that 
the Strand has been up for 
sale for several years, and 
that management - the 
family-owned Frank the¬ 
ater chain - won’t say if 
the theater and its board¬ 
walk neighbor, the Moorlyn 
Stadium 4, will reopen next 
season. 

If fhey do nof, Fogarty, 20, 


whose family has been 
summering here since she 
was a baby, said the loss 
wouldn’t just be personal: 
“Time and again I’ve had 
people come up to me 
and say, ‘I remember com¬ 
ing here when I was little 
and it was only 15 cents to 
see a movie.’” 

All along the Jersey Shore, 
as well as from Montauk 
to Martha’s Vineyard - in¬ 
deed in just about any 
area in the country where 
mom-and-pop theaters still 
survive - old movie houses 
like the Strand are faced 
with a live-or-die proposi¬ 
tion this Labor Day. In an al¬ 
ready unsparing economy, 
and with entertainment ri¬ 
vals multiplying with every 
new tablet and flat screen, 
movie theaters are being 
asked to invest in costly 
digital projectors just to stay 
open. 

According to recent indus¬ 
try missives, the major Holly¬ 
wood studios are planning 
to complete the switch to 
digital by ceasing to re¬ 
lease 35-mm film altogeth¬ 
er; 20th Century Fox prom¬ 
ises to phase out film by fhe 


end of next year, and the 
others are expected to fol¬ 
low suit. Which means that 
the analog projectors that 
have whirred along for de¬ 
cades will be suddenly ren¬ 
dered incapable of play¬ 
ing modern movies. 

For many seasonal the¬ 
aters, the dog days of this 
summer may be the only 
days they have left. 

Though his theater will prob¬ 
ably adjust, John Esposito, 
the owner of the Beach 
Cinema in Bradley Beach, 


N.J., warned, “America’s 
going to lose a lot of ifs past 
because of this.” 

Digital projectors are com¬ 
patible with hard drives 
and files called Digital Cin¬ 
ema Packages, which are 
cheaper to produce and 
easier to disseminate than 
film. John Fithian, president 
of the National Association 
of Theater Owners, says 
30,000 screens have been 
converted, leaving nearly 
10,000 in some stage of 
transition. As he told exhibi¬ 
tors at CinemaCon in 2011, 
“If you don’t make the de¬ 
cision to get on the digital 
train soon, you will be mak¬ 
ing the decision to get out 
of the business.” 

But for many small cinemas, 
especially seasonal ones 
for which a single $75,000 
digital projector and atten¬ 
dant costs can exceed an 
entire year’s profits, the de¬ 
cision to get on the digital 
train comes with consider¬ 
able risk. Thanks to pooled 
resources and capital, mul¬ 
tiplex chains like Regal and 
Cinemark can more easily 
absorb such expenditures, 
but for small theaters it is 
especially tough to justify 
fhat kind of investment - or 
to convince banks to give 
them loans. 

“The scary part of switch¬ 
ing to digital cinema is that 
because it's computer- 
based, it's all going to hap¬ 
pen again very soon," said 
John Toner, the executive 
director of both theaters. 


Some seasonal exhibitors 
cannot afford that gamble. 
The knotty-pine Tamarack 
Cafe and Movie House in 
Inlet, N.Y., is closing after 
having served that lakeside 
community not far from 
Old Forge since 1946. 
“There's no one in the world 
that would consider it a 
wise choice to continue,” 
said the owner, Brandon 
DiMartino, citing the drop¬ 
off in attendance since a 
multiplex opened nearby, 
as well as the digital ex¬ 
penses for an especially 
short earning season (the 
Tamarack is only open in 
July and August). “Honest¬ 
ly, the digital thing came 
at a good time. We’ve 
reached a crossroads.” 
Deborah Frank, executive 
vice president of Frank The¬ 
aters, understands the pre¬ 
dicament. “It’s a tough job 
to run a seasonal business, 
whatever kind," she said. 
“You don’t have those 12 
months to spread things 
out." 

While still mulling the fate of 
the Ocean City cinemas, 
Frank has decided to pull 
the plug on the Beach Sta¬ 
dium 5 on Long Beach Is¬ 
land, N.J., at season’s end, 
yielding the space to an 
expanding Acme Super¬ 
market. 

Frank said keeping the 
theater going in this strictly 
seasonal town made little 
economic sense, espe¬ 
cially with the digital outlay 
loomingO 



The Harbor 5 Theater, which plans to get new digital projectors, in Stone Harbor, N.J., Aug. 21,2012. 
In an already unsparing economy, and with entertainment rivals multiplying with every new tablet 
and flat screen, movie theaters are being asked to invest in costly digital projectors just to stay 
open as studios phase-out traditional 35 millimeter film. 

(Sam Oberter/The New York Times) 




























